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@BC_Circuit

BC Circuit

bccircuit.com

Adam Wilbers
The Circuit

operating table, her last memories
being that of torture.
As morning breaks, fog can be
Visitors to the Sallie house
seen gently rolling off the mighty
have shared experiences of
Missouri River and ascending
hearing footsteps, singing, and
over the river bluffs to reveal the
music playing. Other paranormal
historical river town of Atchison,
experiences described include
Kansas. However, fog is not all
flashlights turning on and off,
that veils this small town, haunted unexplained scratches (typically
mystery abounds in the once
to males), and toys being played
vibrant town’s eerie past.
with.
Perhaps most famously known
Kaycee Slough from the City
for “The Sallie House” or the
of Atchison elaborated on her
McInteer Villa, Atchison is rich
experience in the Sallie house.
in haunted history. Stories detail
“Part of it is you just
the encounhave this idea in
ters of ghosts
your head and
inhabiting the
...When you go there you
when you go
old Victorian
feel this eeriness, you almsot
there you feel
homes of the
feel it as soon as you enter..."
this eeriness, you
town, to restless
- Kaycee Slough
almost feel it as
spirits roaming
soon as you enter
the campus of
the home,” said
Benedictine College.
Slough.
Labeled by many as the most
The McInteer Villa is famous
haunted house in all of Kansas,
for its unusual experiences and
the Sallie House, located at 508
vast history. Located at 1301 KanNorth Second Street, has been the sas Avenue, the Villa is a thriving
subject of extensive paranormal
spot for paranormal tourism.
research and media attention. The
Built in 1889-1890, the
Sallie house has been featured
McInteer Villa was constructed
on Buzzfeed, the Travel Channel,
to be the home of the prosperous
Syfy, and much more.
businessman, John McInteer. The
In the early 1900’s the house
house’s extravagant construction
was resided in by a local phycan be understood as an attempt
sician. On an unexpected day a
to gloat of McInteer’s wealth after
mother showed up to the house
being denied the rights to build
with her 6-year-old daughter who
by the other rich due to his Irish
has collapsed from severe abdom- heritage.
inal pain.
Throughout the years, nine
Fearing the worst, the doctor
deaths have been documented
began conducting surgery on the
at the house such as the death of
young girl named Sallie before
McInteer’s first wife, a suicide,
the full effects of anesthesia could and the passing of previous ownkick in. Sallie passed away on the
ers.

“

See Haunted, page 7

The McInteer Villa with Halloween decorations on display located at 1301 Kansas Avenue. Photo by Adam Wilbers.

Rock and roll: a look back at homecoming 2021
Riley Funk
The Circuit

Benedictine College’s
annual Homecoming took
place from Oct. 18-24.
The week was filled with
on-campus activities and
sports teams competing in
conference play.
The festivities campus
activities began with the
lantern lighting and banner
reveal at the Haverty
Center and ended with
the send-off mass at the
Abbey.

Between these two
events, students from each
dorm competed against
each other for the ultimate
prize, the Raven Cup.
Competition began with
the “Minute to Win it”
challenges and the lip sync
battle. On Friday, each
dorm banner and float
were judged. The competition was completed Saturday after the conclusion of
the bed races.
See Recap, page 7

St. Scholastica Hall showing off their spirit
before the parade starts. Photo by Kate Kirstein.
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Let others be chosen and I set aside
You ask yourself, “how can it get
better than this?”
Fast forward a couple of weeks
and you find yourself in a midlife
crisis. You are struggling in school,
you feel all alone and the walls
around you are caving in. Sound
familiar?
You and I both know that
at some point we will struggle.
We are not all the same and our
circumstances for each situation
are different. The thing that brings
Riley Funk
us both together is the lingering
questions of self-doubt.
Managing Editor
I am no expert, nor do I have
any idea how to combat thoughts
like this. But I believe struggle is
It’s easy to feel hopeful on a day needed to fulfill God’s purpose for
like today.
us.
Look around you! The leaves of
Someone once showed me the
the trees are bright orange and red. prayer called the Litany of HumilThe wind cools you down and the ity. There is a line in this prayer
sun warms you at the same time.
which says, “for others to be chosen

and I set aside, Jesus grant me the
grace to desire it.”
This line has power and
explains that our lives are much
more important than we realize. If
we put others first in our lives and
make it about others, I believe God
will fill our lives with his graces.
When we struggle, it is easy to
blame ourselves and think we are
worthless. This is simply not true.
If God grants you the blessing of
waking up each morning one thing
is certain, he is not done with you
yet.
I will encourage those reading
to take the sufferings and struggles
we have before God. Run to him
and ask him to make your life his.
Make it a habit to talk to God.
I promise you that God will
never leave you. I will be praying
for you too. You are not alone.

Ravenchat: Homecoming

What were you most looking forward to about Homecoming?

Editorials, letters and
guest columns do not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Circuit as a
whole.
The Circuit Editorial
Board can be reached for
questions or comments at
circuit@benedictine.edu.
The content of this
publication is copyright ©
of the Benedictine College
Journalism and Mass Communications Department.
All rights reserved.

" Volleyball games and parade,"
-Katarina Vojvodic, senior

"Football game,"
-Katie Miller, junior

"Bed races,"
-Cooper Robertson, freshman
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Early March
Madness

Will Russum

Managing Staff
I love watching sports, but my
favorite sport to watch is college
basketball.
If there is a sport you can watch
any day of the week while studying or
doing anything, it’s college basketball.
I love to preview opponents and
look at their stats, making predictions
of the outcomes of games.
The hype of college basketball
begins before the season starts and
continues all the way through March
Madness.
The competitiveness of college
basketball between the players and
teams is just a different level. The enthusiasm after a thunderous dunk or a
clutch game winning shot with crowd
going absolutely nuts is unmatched.
The energy the players bring and
the celebrations they do are some of
the best highlights to watch.
Watching the moments gets me
more amped up. And is it too early to
pick out a March Madness? I do not
think so!
I personally believe my favorite, the
Gonzaga Bulldogs, will hoist up the
National Championship trophy this
year, yes. Maybe I’m biased but other
teams such as UCLA, Duke, Texas, or
even Villanova have a legitimate shot
of winning the title too.
The season starts this week, happy
watching!
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Hall of Fame 2021
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Dennis Murphy (left), Emily Smith Dieker (middle) and Jason Wyrick (right) were honored as the 2021 inductees of the Raven Hall of Fame at halftime of the football game against Missouri
Valley. Photos by Riley Funk

The Raven Hall of Fame welcomes first inducted class since 2019

Riley Funk and Will Russum
The Circuit

The Benedictine College Athletic Department has welcomed
four new members to the Raven
Hall of Fame.
Dennis Murphy, Emily Smith
Dieker and Jason Wyrick are former Ravens that join Chris Tabor
(who was inducted in September)
as 2021 inductees on October 23.
There were no members
inducted in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Chris Tabor grew up in St.
Joseph, Missouri. Tabor played
football for four years at Benedictine College, where he was
the starting quarterback. During
his career, he recorded 3,633
yards passing and 1,177 rushing.
He led the Raven squad to
a 19-5 record as the starting
quarterback in the 1991 and
1992 seasons, with a win in the

Steamboat Bowl in 1991 and a
Final Four appearance in the
NAIA National Championship
Playoffs in 1992.
Benedictine College entered
the Heart of America Athletic
Conference in 1992 and Tabor
led the Ravens to the inaugural
conference title, going on to defeat Hastings College and Baker
University in the playoffs before
losing to the eventual NAIA
champion Findlay University
that year.
He is currently the interim
head coach for the Chicago
Bears after Matt Nagy tested
positive for COVID-19.
Dennis Murphy has been at
Benedictine College since 1979
and served as the Wide Receiver
Coach for the BC football team
till 2019.
He completed his undergrad-

uate degree at Hastings College,
Hastings, Neb., in 1975 and his
Master of Education with an
emphasis in Physical Education Administration and Sports
Psychology from the University
of Kansas in 1986. Dennis also
served as Head Track and Field
Coach from 1996-2002.
He was named American
Football Coaches Association
NAIA Assistant Coach of the
year in 2009.
Emily Smith Dieker was a
member of the Lady Ravens basketball team from 2002 to 2006.
She graduated as the all-time
leading scorer with 1,678 points.
She is also the second leading rebounder in the program’s history
with 862 total rebounds.
To add to her many accomplishments, she was a 4-time
First Team All-Conference selec-

tion, conference Freshman of the
Year in 2002, 2-time Academic
All-American and 3-time Honorable Mention All-American.
She led the her team to the
Elite 8 appearance in the 2006
NAIA National Championship
Basketball Tournament.
Jason Wyrick played for the
Raven men's basketball team
from the years 1989-1993.
He is the fifth all-time leading scorer in team history with
1,745 points. He ranks fourth in
school history in career 3-point
shots made with 236.
Wyrick also holds the single
season assit record with 190
(during the 1991-1992 season).
He also holds the single game
asist record with 16.
Jason was a First Team
All-Conference selection during
his final year at Benedictine

College (1993).
In order to become a member
of the Raven Hall of Fame, one
must meet distinguished qualifications.
Members must be recognized
as being an outstanding athlete
or being a large contributor to
Raven Athltics.
The individual must show
outstanding character and show
great citizenship.
Each inductee must also have
contributed to the growth and
evelopment to their respective
program.
The Hall of fame is located in
the lower level of the JP2 center
for all to see. Congratulations to
the Class of 2021!
To nominate former Ravens
for the class of 2022 visit the
website at www.ravenathletics.
com/Raven_Hall_of-Fame.
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Rock of Ages

Tony Wall (left) and Mary Rose Fugger (right) are announced as
Homecoming king and queen. Photo by Rachel Gorham

bccircuit.com

St. Scholastica Hall at the float parade. Photo by Allison Wood

President Stephen Minnis captures
moments from Benedictine's
2021 Homecoming. Photo by Riley Funk

Dance team performs at halftime. Photo by Rachel Gorham

The Apartments race to the finish line. Photo by Allison Wood
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Homecoming 2021
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Turner Hall raises the Raven Cup after winning best
total homecoming score. Photo by Allison Wood
Students get ready to listen to open mic night at
Haverty. Photo by Aaron Lewis

Jordan Malcom, senior, plays in the
homecoming game against Missouri Valley.
Photo by Riley Funk

Garrett Kettle, senior, makes huge special teams play against
Missouri Valley. Photo by Riley Funk

Chris Smith,freshman, does the splits for Newman Hall in the lip sync competition. Photo by Will Russum
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Student Life

(Left) Turner Hall rounds corner of 2nd and Unity during the Bed Races on October 23. (Right) Chad Volmert, senior, represents the Apartments via the float. Photos by Allison Wood

Resident Assistants check in with take on homecoming
Riley Funk and Reese Holder
The Circuit

Resident Assistants across
campus were tasked with organizing their hall’s Homecoming
competitions. After more than a
week of reflecting on the experiences they had, The Circuit
sat down with them to get their
unique perspective.
McDonald Hall is one of the
dorms that saw success after
winning the women's division of
the Bed Races.
Maggie Schoening, junior,
is one of the RA’s in this dorm.
She described the energy boost
that went through her hall after
winning their race.
“It was a great boost for all
of us. It is hard to get everyone
connected in our hall, so getting everyone together when we
couldn't have that before was
really special,” Schoening said.
Isaac Rudolph, a senior RA in
St. Michael Hall, described the
chaos that an RA goes through
during Homecoming.

"There is a certain level of
and banner and trying to set and
in St. Scholastica Hall, reflected
expectation for RAs during
achieve realistic expectations. You on the moments before the start of
Homecoming to lead their dorms
put yourself on the same level as
the Parade on October 22.
in competing to win it
“I was spending
all. You must accept
time with a couple
that you are going to
of residents and
be exhausted all week
having fun. All the
and commit yourself to
RAs were togethgetting scarce amounts
er with us, and it
of sleep to make everywas a moment of
thing come together for
decompressing
your dorm,” Rudolph
from all the hard
said.
work,” Nunes said.
During Homecom“We then began to
ing week, there is a
enjoy homecoming
distinct difference befor the celebrations
tween participating as
and fun instead
a resident of a hall and
of the stress from
participating as an RA.
trying to complete
Aidan Dolan, a jutasks. We were for
nior RA in Turner Hall,
that moment one
described homecoming
big happy family of
as pieces being put
Scholastica Hall.”
together like a puzzle.
The common
The joint work of St. Joesph Hall and Cray Seaburg Hall's
“You really have no
denominator for
idea how much goes into banner on display. Photo by Chloe Berg
all the RAs was the
the week until you are in the pothe resident when you have a goal
positive connections that were
sition of an RA. The hardest part
in mind,” Dolan said.
created between themselves and
is producing themes for our float
Catie Nunes, a sophomore RA
the residents.

Jack Nelson, a sophomore RA
in St. Michael Hall, described his
experience with creating connections.
“It really was just all about
bringing the residents together. It
gave everyone a reason to hang
out, which I think helped people
grow in some of the friendships
they already had, and maybe even
gain some new ones. At the end
of the day, that’s what is important,” Nelson said.
In his senior year, Isaac
Rudolph provided advice for all
students in getting the most out of
this special week.
“For RAs, I would advise them
to enjoy specific moments and
memories from Homecoming
while they happen. For everyone
else, I would encourage them to
learn to appreciate the unique gift
that is Benedictine’s Homecoming
traditions. BC truly stands alone
in its Homecoming traditions it is
an amazing opportunity–enjoy it
while it lasts,” Rudolph said.
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News
from Recap, page 1

View from the outside of the infamous Sallie House located on 2nd Street in Atchison. Photo by Adam Wilbers
from Haunted, page 1

Completed in 1890, the McInteer Villa was constructed to be the
home of the prosperous businessman, John McInteer. The house’s
extravagant construction can be
understood as an attempt to gloat
of McInteer’s wealth after being
denied the rights to build his home
near other wealthy townsmen of the
time due to his Irish heritage.
Despite being one of the wealthiest men in Atchison during his
times, owner of the McInteer Villa,
Stephanie O’Reilly, noted she could
not find any pictures of the late
John McInteer.
Other historically significant
facts note that nine deaths have
been documented at the house,
including the passing of McInteer’s
first wife, a suicide, and the passing
of previous owners. The house was
also briefly used as a boarding
house for a period of twenty-seven
years in the early to mid 1900s.
O’Reilly acquired the McInteer Villa upon the passing of the
previous owners and is a self-proclaimed paranormal enthusiast.
She emphasized there is no way to

schedule an appearance or manifestation. However, she did speak
in further detail of the disturbing
events captured at her property.
“A lot of people talk of the
light in the attic or the tower, but
the most uncomfortable are the
footsteps, they are mostly in the
2nd floor hallway, in the library
the door handle jiggles, the voices,
and recently we’ve heard babies
crying,” O’Reilly said.
Haunted events headlining October in Atchison include haunted
trolley tours, events at the Ravens’
Well and even haunted house tours.
The city also put on its first
ever haunted weekend on the last
weekend of September, featuring a
‘shocktail’ party and oddities fair.
“Atchison is not only a really
historic community, there is a lot of
history here, but again there’s that
haunted side of things that’s really
interesting to people, I’d like to see
the city embrace it,” Slough said.
The local Atchison Area Chamber of Commerce and the McInteer
Villa invite students and the like to
come check out the town’s many
spooky festivities. Both the Sallie
House and the McInteer Villa offer

self-guided tours year-round.
But why is Atchison of all
places believed to be so haunted?
Some believe it is a symptom of its
rough past, the ghosts being those
of souls who passed unexpectantly,
or that still hold some attachment
to this world. Others blame the
paranormal properties of limestone
and water. Some even blame it as
an attack on the heart of such a
faithful place.
In a town brimming with evidence for the paranormal all that
remains falls on belief. Is Atchison’s past merely the product of a
surplus of folklore, or is the town
truly inhabitant to the souls of so
many departed a long time ago?
Professor of political science at
Benedictine College and haunted
trolley tour guide John Settich said
he always begins his rides the same
way.
“Have you even seen gravity, the
force that keeps us on earth? Have
you ever seen electricity? Have you
ever seen fear? These are all unseen but real, you have to ask yourself the same question, are there
other unseen but real phenomenon?
You judge,” Settich said.

This year's theme was “Rock
of Ages”. Each dorm had a
specific genre of music that
they had to base their respective banners, floats and lip sync
battles on.
Scholastica Hall brought
home first place points in both
their lip sync battler and banner.
St. Michael Hall was awarded for fastest time in the bed
races and best time in the men's
division. McDonald Hall took
home first place in the women's
division of the bed races.
The winners of the Raven
Cup were the men of Turner
Hall. They placed second in the
bed races, the banner and the lip
sync battle. They also brought
home first place in their float.
The Benedictine sports teams
played several during Homecoming week.
The cross-country team
placed first in both the men's
and women's team races at their
home meet at Bellevue Country
Club in Atchison.
Isabella Guerra, junior, and
David Manella, sophomore, each
finished second overall in individual times in their respective
divisions.
The Raven volleyball team
played two home games. Benedictine lost to the Grand View
Vikings in three sets. Howev-
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er, the lady Ravens handled
business against the Statesman
of William Penn with a clean
sweep of 3-0 in set wins. In this
game Regan Brueggeman, Haylie Dickerson and Mary Taylor
led the charge, accounting for 37
of the team’s 48 kills.
The football team won by
10 with a 47-37 victory over
the Missouri Vallery Vikings.
Quarterback Garrett Kettle
scored six touchdowns for the
Ravens (4 passing and 2 rushing). Reed Levi and Tre Adger
each received two touchdowns
from Kettle.
Both Raven soccer teams
competed against the Graceland
Yellowjackets.
The lady Raven's soccer team
beat Graceland with a final score
of 4-1. Annabelle Houge, Rachel
Beffa, Riley Degner and Emma
Strecker each scored one goal.
The team scored three of their
four goals in the first half.
The men's soccer team lost
close to the Yellowjackets with a
final score of 3-2. Benedictine
found themselves down 2-0 early
but fought back to tie the game
early in the second half. Forward
Girma Kassa scored both goals
for the Ravens.
For more pictures and sights
from Homecoming 2021 visit
our Twitter page @BC_Circuit
or look at our website at www.
bcstudentnews.com

Students show their enthusiasm as they cheer on the football team
during their win against Missouri Valley. Photo by Riley Funk
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Raven volleyball embraces youth
Kate Kirstein
The Circuit

Head coach Joel Osborn and quarterback Garrett Kettle embrace after scoring a touchdown. Photo by Riley Funk

Raven football tackles adversity
Jason Nick
Sports Editor

er, is a huge impact player for
the offense as well and a ‘go-to’
target for Kettle as the leading
After some early season
receiver with 651 total yards and
struggles, a three-game winning
10 touchdowns.
streak and recent close finishes in
Adger explains the quarterback
conference games, the Benedicand wide receiver connection betine football team stands at 5-4
tween himself and Kettle on and
on the season.
off the field creates the success.
This is Joel Osborn’s first
“I think living together defiseason as the Benedictine head
nitely helps just building that
coach. His coaching
chemistry off the field
staff has been very
and then when it comes
supportive and has
It’s been a lot of an all-around effort from these past to on the field, I think
helped him learn
couple games for sure,"					
we both know at times
about the players
			
- Garrett Kettle
that we will just give
quickly.
each other a look and
“I have really
believes it has been an overall all- I know the ball is going to come
enjoyed my experience here. The
around effort from everyone that
my way or he is looking my way
coaching staff has been awesome, created a spark during the team’s
at least,” Adger said.
when I got here everyone was rethree-game win streak.
The Ravens suffered their third
tained on our staff and that was a
“The game plan has been that
loss against Central Methodist on
big positive because it allowed me everyone is 100 percent bought in the road in a close contest 30-24
to learn about the kids from the
and the defense has been getting
but bounced back in their homecoaches because they had already a lot of turnovers the past three
coming game defeating Missouri
had them,” Osborn said.
games which is helping us score
Valley 47-37. Baker University
After winning the first game
sixty plus points because we are
defeated the Ravens 28-23 on
of the season by a wide margin,
getting the ball at the forty-yard
Saturday, leaving Benedictine’s
they immediately lost two games
line every time so it’s short
record at 5-4.
in a row. The Ravens then found
fields,” Kettle said. “It’s been a
The Ravens will travel to play
their stride and went on a hot
lot of an all-around effort from
the Evangel Valor on Nov. 6 at 1
streak winning three straight
these past couple games for sure.” p.m.
games. The offense put up 60 or
Tre Adger, senior wide receiv-

“

more points in all three of those
contests.
The offense is led by Garrett
Kettle, senior quarterback. Kettle
has thrown for over 1,800 yards
and has 19 passing touchdowns
this season. He also leads the
team in rushing touchdowns with
11.
Kettle gives credit to the defense raking in turnovers and he

The Benedictine College Women’s Volleyball team is on track
for a conference tournament appearance with an overall record
of 15-13 and 10-8 in confrence
play.
The top 4 teams from the
Northern and Southern Divisions
will make up the field of Conference Tournament. The winners
will go on to the National Tournament.
Victoria Hurtt, head coach, is
anticipating the playoffs and says
that the Ravens are still in the
running.
“We’re still learning and growing,” Hurtt said. “Every single
loss for us has been a lesson to
just get better and grow.”
This is Coach Hurtt’s first season of coaching the Ravens after
arriving in March. She has been
impressed by the level of play
within their conference.
“We have tough matches every
night,” Hurtt said. “It’s an excellent conference and that’s why
I came here, because I want to
be able to compete every single
night.”
Hailey Folkers, senior defensive specialist and libero,
appreciates the assets that the
new coach has brought into the
program.
“Since Coach Hurtt entering

the program, we have improved
on every skill set,” Folkers said.
“I think as a team we embraced
everything she told us and wanted to get better individually and
as a team.”
And Hurtt is excited for the
coming years.
“We are a young team,” Hurtt
said. “But I do think youth is
good because you know they’re
going to be here for a while, and
a couple years down the road
we’re going to be really, really
good.”
There is an effective mentorship program within the team as
the upperclassmen look out for
the fresh faces. Folkers sees this
translated into team life.
“As a team, I feel like this is
the closest we have ever been...
in all my four years,” Folkers
said. “Everyone knows everyone
and everyone is comfortable with
talking to anyone.”
Regan Bruggeman, freshman
outside hitter, is enjoying her
experience as a new member of
the Lady Ravens.
“The entire team is very
welcoming,” Bruggeman said.
“We constantly push each other
in practice to get better. The team
is very supportive, and we hold
each other accountable.”

Lady Ravens huddle before taking the court. Photo by Kate Kirstein

