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Parking troubles continue campus-wide

See, Parking, page 7

Cars parked along Washington St. near the Apartments. Photo by Adam Wilbers

In the first few weeks of 
school, Benedictine College Cam-
pus Security has written over 450 
parking tickets. 

The rising total student 
population and influx of off-cam-
pus students driving to classes 
has created a difficult parking 
situation. Students can be ticketed 
for not having permits, parking in 
the wrong zones or for parking in 
faculty/staff parking areas.  

The parking problem is most 
evident for residential students on 
the south side of the campus and 
off-campus students who wish to 
park there. The busiest hours for 
parking in the Murphy Recreation 
Center and the apartment lots are 
Monday through Friday during 
class times. 

Cameryn Specht, a senior who 

lives off campus, agrees that park-
ing is an issue. 

“Parking is a lot worse because 
enrollment went up so much and 
they took out the Newman park-
ing lot. This year there is more 
students living off campus than 
in years past, so it is bad,” Specht 
said. 

According to the Benedic-
tine College website all vehicles 
belonging to students, faculty 
and staff parked on Benedictine  
College property are required to 
display a valid parking permit. 
Students, faculty and staff can 
obtain a parking permit through 
the College’s designated parking 
partner. 

The Director of Operations, 
Matt Fassero emphasized most 
tickets given early in the school 

year will go away when students 
register their parking permits. 

Fassero noted at the beginning 
of the year students are ticketed 
more strictly as they figure out the 
rules of campus parking. Howev-
er, as the student population has 
risen in recent years, the college 
understands they need to address 
the situation. 

“We have met with an architect 
we work with about looking into 
places that could be future park-
ing lots,” Fassero said. 

The on-campus parking issue 
has led many students to park 
on city streets such as Mound 
St. or Washington St. adjacent to 
campus. 

Elizabeth Berg and Rachel Gorham
The Circuit

Adam Wilbers
The Circuit

 Students across campus are 
falling ill to the common cold. 
The symptoms of COVID-19 and 
the common cold are fairly sim-
ilar, making it difficult to deter-
mine the diagnosis.     

Similar symptoms include sore 
throat, fatigue and headaches.  

While the focus is on protect-
ing against COVID-19, it is easy 
to forget about the common cold 
that comes around every year.   

James Carson, senior, is one of 
many students who has reported 
being sick, but not with COVID. 

“My symptoms lasted for about 
three days, I just had a sore throat 
and congestion,” Carson said.   

Claire Rankin, junior, is anoth-
er student that experienced similar 
symptoms. During days Claire 
felt sick she experienced nausea, 
congestion and drowsiness.   

Many questions have been 
asked regarding what Benedictine 
can do to help protect students 

against the common cold.   
James Carson recognizes the 

difficulty of containing sickness 
on campus.  

“It’s hard for the school to pro-
tect against this [virus], it’s bound 
to spread once everyone comes 
together again for the year,” Car-
son said.   

Claire Rankin understands that 
viruses spread every year when 
school starts again. 

"I think part of it is just kind 
of normal, which we didn't see 
last semester because there were 
masks,” Rankin said.  

The similar symptoms between 
the common cold and COVID 
make it unclear when students 
should be concerned.   

“I know people who confused 
the cold that was going around 
with COVID because the symp-
toms were similar,” Rankin said.  

The Student Health Center 
declined to comment on the topic. 

Common cold hits campus

Matt Conner, left, and Connor Muehler walk through the academic quad 
Photo courtsey of Liam Keating
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As a first-year student, coming 
to Benedictine the phrase “where 
greatness begins” gets ingrained 
into your head. But now in my last 
year of college I am realizing that 
I have been burdened with this 
glorious purpose of sharing my 
gifts and talents with the world for 

God’s glory.  
While most of my friends and 

fellow classmates are embarking on 
their senior year with a mindset of 
relaxing and preparing to graduate 
to join the workforce, I decided to 
trot a different course. I am wear-
ing many hats this year. 

The Mavel character Loki might 
have helped me realize that I have 
been “burdened with glorious 
purpose” but it was my parents who 
instilled my desire to work hard 
and to share all my gifts and talents 
with the world.   

I am the Managing Editor of 
the Benedictine Circuit; an RA in 
the freshman dorm Turner Hall; 
volunteer to run productions and 
commentate for BRSN streams 
which broadcast games on campus; 
am taking 18 credit hours this se-
mester, and I still have a life outside 
of school.  

This might sound like a lot and I 

would agree with you but grow-
ing up my mother and father both 
worked as teachers as well having 
other jobs as well.  

My father co-owns a cattle 
business called Funk Brothers as 
well helps maintain the family 
farm on the weekend. My mother, 
while a teacher, is also the full-
time librarian at the school and 
works at a grocery store after the 
school day has ended. They both 
do all these things while still being 
loving supporting parents to my 
sister and me.  

I find motivation and energy by 
sharing my gifts and talents with 
the world. Some might call it being 
“burdened with glorious purpose” 
or being at a school “where great-
ness begins” but I see it as answer-
ing my call to holiness through the 
mundane day to day activities and 
finding small joys throughout it to 
give back to God.  

I grew up in one of the biggest col-
lege towns in Texas. Every weekend 
in the fall, it was all Texas A&M 
football. People would come from 
across the state and country to catch 
a glimpse of the game and soak in the 
atmosphere. There is not much like a 
Saturday in the fall with football.  

Along with those Saturdays, there 
are the Dallas Cowboy games on 
Sundays. I grew up a Cowboys fan 
and waking up on Sunday morn-
ings with my dad grilling for lunch. 
Watching the pregame shows before 
noon kickoffs was the exact way I 
wanted my Sunday to be. 

As a first-year student at Benedic-
tine, I was not sure what to expect 
regarding the football atmosphere. 
Soon enough I was shown that there 
is no big difference. The passion for 
football and having a great time with 
friends is the best way to spend a 
Saturday.  

I am not sure if I have seen a more 
devoted fan base than Chiefs fans. 
“Red Fridays” are a thing, where 
Chiefs fans wear red, and I never fail 
to see Patrick Mahomes or Travis 
Kelce jerseys on campus.  

Just like back home, the passion for 
football is amazing. It brings people 
together, for a common goal. That 
goal is for a Raven or Chiefs win, and 
to have a great time doing it. 

Burdened with glorious purpose Passion for 
the game

Austin Cantella
Managing Staff

Adulthood is quickly coming my way

Living in Atchison over the 
summer wasn’t exactly what I was 
most worried about. My biggest 
fear was that for the first time, I 
will be fending for myself. Buying 
enough food for myself at Walmart 
to last me a week, going home and 

cooking the food and then doing 
it all over again the next week. 
Paying for house expenses and 
above all, trying to find the time in 
between work and being an adult 
to relax and reflect on the day. 

I tried for a while to just wing 
it and see how it goes. I went in 
with no plan, and no idea of how 
difficult it was going to be. Very 
quickly I found out that wasn’t go-
ing to work. I was still very dead 
set on adulthood being a fun time 
with little responsibilities however, 
that is the furthest from the truth. 
I found myself completely stressed 
out about everything. 

Benedictine has prepared 
me for life outside of academia 
in many ways, but the best way 
to prepare to be an adult is to 
practice being an adult, I never 
truly expected that sometimes not 
being in school is more stressful 
than being in school, and hanging 

out with friends won’t always be 
something that I can just do at a 
blink of an eye. 

In my mind I was still a student 
just without any homework or go-
ing to class. I thought I was going 
to be able to party every weekend 
with my friends who stayed in 
Atchison as well, but everyone, in-
cluding myself, was just too busy.

In my small taste of being an 
adult I can say with certainty I am 
not ready. Not because of the work 
or the opportunities I will have 
to better myself and my family, 
but because I am going to have to 
adapt to life without school and 
the friends I made here. Nonethe-
less adulthood is coming whether 
I like it or not and a big chapter of 
my life will be coming to an end. 
I’m just going to have to enjoy my 
final year of being a student and 
get ready to write a new chapter 
when the time comes.

Stephen Personelli
Managing Staff
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School provides unlimited meal plans
Students living within the res-

idential campus in rooms without 
kitchens now have access to meal 
plans that give them unlimited 
access to the cafeteria as well as a 
surplus of dining dollars that were 
formerly unavailable to them. 

Linda Henry, vice president of 
Student Life on campus, said that 
the new meal plans are a response 
to feedback from students.  

“According to the feedback we 
received, very few students eat 
three times a day at ‘tradition-
al times,’” Henry said. “Many 
students not only have classes, but 
activities further limiting their 
ability to eat at traditional times. 
Continuous dining allows them to 
come in when they want or can.”  

She went on to say that even 
the students not on the unlim-
ited plan still benefit from this 
because the cafeteria will be open 
at all hours for them to come in 
and eat.  

“If you have a meal plan that is 
not an unlimited 7, you still have 
the flexibility of coming in to eat 

during off peak periods,” Henry 
said.  

Students with a kitchen have 
the options of the 7-meal plan 
or the 11-meal plan. In addition, 
the Block Meal Plans have been 
added for the non-residential 
students that would prefer to buy 
themselves either 60 or 100 meals 
for each semester.  

Each of these meal plans is ac-
companied by a surplus of dining 
dollars, giving the student access 
to multiple other viable options 
for meals on campus.  

Benedetto’s in Cray Seaberg 
Hall has been repurposed with 
a new burrito bowl/nacho menu 
and takes a meal swipe, dining 
dollars, cash or credit.  

The Haverty Grill, in its sec-
ond year of operation, also takes 
any of these options.  

The convenience store, the 
Nest, which replaces the previ-
ous Grab and Go, located on the 
upper level of the John Paul II 
building (JPII) is a new addition 
to the locations available to use 
dining dollars.  

“The Nest provides items 

which are not easily purchased 
around campus,” Henry said, 
“such as snack items and other 
supplies.”   

Catherine Robbins, junior, 
found the new meal plan to be 
something that allows Benedic-
tine to stay true to its pillars.  

“I really love the community 
instilled by Benedictine’s food 
options,” Robbins said. “Because 
pretty much everyone is forced to 
be on a meal plan, you’re almost 
guaranteed to see someone you 
know in the dining hall or Hav-
erty.”  

Henry said the school will con-
tinue to work hard in both finding 
and providing the best options for 
students on campus. 

“We hope to continue offering 
more dining options on campus to 
provide students with more flex-
ibility,” Henry said. “The college 
will continue to seek feedback 
from students and evaluate the 
meal plan moving forward.”  

For further information on 
meal plans, contact the Student 
Life Office at studentlife@bene-
dictine.edu.

As students are starting the 
2021 school year, many changes 
are being made not only on cam-
pus, but also around the city of 
Atchison.  One of these changes 
includes a newly remodeled 
Commercial St.   

It’s common to hear students 
talk about how there’s not much 
to do around town, or how they 
aren’t sure of a good place to eat.  

Justin Pregont, Assistant City 
Manager, announced there will 
be new restaurants, coffee shops, 
or boutiques with a $250,000 

grant from the Federal Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
Program.  

The new Commercial St. will 
have its own, unique character 
and small town charm.   

“A lot of people are expect-
ing to see big retail companies 
coming to Atchison, like GAP 
or Old Navy, but this is not what 
the city is looking for,” Pregont 
said.   

 
Instead of having big, com-

mercial stores brought to Atchi-
son, there will be opportunities 
for small businesses to flourish 
instead.   

“I like to think of it as a 
‘Hallmark Movie’ type of town,” 
Pregont said.  “I envision there 
will be new, fun shops, whether 
it’s a coffee shop or a couple 
small boutiques.”  

There are already a num-
ber of new restaurants ready 
for business.  Some of these 
include Lickity Split, River-

house, Eddie’s Five & Dime 
and a few others whose names 
have not been released yet.  The 
rest of the shops are expected to 
open within the next couple of 
months.  

“I think it’s worth the effort 
for students to go check out the 
new downtown,” Pregont said.   

For more information on the 
renovation, visit cityofatchison.
com.

Kate Kirstein 
The Circuit

News

Student purchases items from newly opened convenient store, The Nest, located in the John Paul II Center. 
Photo by William Russum. 

Rachel Gorham  
The Circuit

View from the newly renovated Downtown Atchison Mall. 
Photo by Rachel Gorham.

Commercial Street completed 

 “I like to think of it as a 'Hallmark Movie' type of 
town"
        - Justin Pregont
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Mold infests an on-campus house
Allison Wood
The Circuit

An on-campus house with a 
prime location near campus was 
discovered to have a basement 
covered in mold. Five upperclass-
men women were unable to move 
into this house as the women 
planned to do the first week of 
August.  

Maura Buhler, senior, moved 
into her on-campus house on July 
1, and on Aug. 1 discovered the 
basement was filled with mold.  

Upon sharing this with the 
school, she moved back out of the 
house. The school rents the house 
from a landlord in Atchison.  

“The school goes through a 
landlord, so they said it was the 
landlord’s issue to fix but the 
landlord did not treat the mold 
correctly. Between August 1st 
and the 12th, it was a weird back 
and forth of not knowing what 
was going to happen and who 
oversaw what. I didn’t know if 
my roommates would have a 
place to live once they got here,” 
Buhler said.  

The school then decided to 
take control of the situation and 
bring in a company to treat the 
mold. The college brought in the 
company the day before Buhler’s 
other housemates moved in.  

Benedictine College mainte-
nance allowed the rest of Buhler’s 

housemates to move into the 
house on Aug. 13, after one treat-
ment was completed on the mold. 
After moving their stuff in, the 
women did not spend the night 
in the house. The school allowed 
the five women to live in a Row 
House on-campus.  

When returning students 
moved back to campus on Aug. 
22, the women had to move out 
of the Row House. Benedictine 
paid for an Air BNB for three of 
the girls to live in while Buhler 
stayed on a friend’s couch and 
Madeline Baniewicz, senior, lived 
at her parent’s home in Atchison.  

After the third treatment of 
the mold, tests in the house came 
back and high levels of mold were 
found in the upstairs living area 
as well as the basement. This 
information made the girls, their 
parents and the school decide that 
the women will not be moving 
back into the on-campus house. 
The group began searching for an 
off-campus house in Atchison.  

Linda Henry, associate Dean 
of the college, stepped in and was 
the only faculty from the school 
directly communicating with the 
women and helping them find a 
new home.  

Lara Salgado, senior, addressed 
her meetings with Henery regard-
ing the situation.  

“We’re meeting with her like 
two or three times a week. She’s 
treating us like her own kids 
which is really comforting,” 
Salgado said.  

Before Henry was in contact, 
Salgado and Baniewicz said that 
communication with the school 
was very poor and they did not 
feel updated with what was going 
on in their home.  

“We were constantly forced 
to go completely out of our way 
to talk to workers, our RD or 
anyone involved because we were 
not told anything. And this was 
all while being student athletes 
and ROC leaders. It just felt like 
there wasn’t as much effort from 
the school put into us and finding 
a house as we put into being in-
volved at the school,” Baniewicz 
said. 

Henry began helping the wom-
en find a new house in Atchison 
for them to rent.  

“Linda has every landlord, 
realtor, or anybody in Atchison 
looking for us. President Minnis 
has also been looking out for us 
and calling in favors” Salgado 
said.  

As of Aug. 30, the five upper-
classmen found a house in Atchi-
son. Benedictine College bought 
the house to use as an on-campus 
house for the women this year. 

Holy Grounds, located in 
the Haverty Center, has been 
operating without an espresso 
machine since it broke in late 
August.  

The coffee shop is a hot 
spot for students to meet with 
friends, do homework or grab a 
quick coffee. 

Elias Sammouri, junior, is 
a barista at Holy Grounds. He 
talked about how the loss of the 
espresso machine has impacted 
his job.  

“It’s a heck of a lot harder. 
People keep asking when it 
will be done but we have no 
idea,” Sammouri said.  

Holy Grounds offers alterna-
tive drinks that do not require 
espresso including matcha, 
cold brew, and smoothies.  

Anna Hemann, senior, is the 
manager at Holy Grounds and 
oversees ordering products. 

“It has been a bit of a hassle 
because we’ll run out of 
smoothies faster than I can get 
them ordered,” Hemann said. 

Hemann added that relief is 

in sight. Aramark has stepped 
in to assist in the purchase of a 
new machine. 

“Aramark is doing their 
best to gather funds for a new 
machine and has been commu-
nicating with the school about 
additional funding. It’s an 
expensive piece of equipment,” 
Hemann said.  

Madalaine Elhabal, junior, is 
also a barista at Holy Grounds. 
She is planning fundraisers 
to help raise money for the 
new espresso machine. These 
fundraisers include a blind date 
auction and an empty mugs 
night.  

“The ceramic students are 
all planning on doing an empty 
mugs. So, like empty bowls but 
we will be making empty mugs 
and then selling them, and all 
the proceeds will go to a new 
espresso machine,” Elhabal 
said.  

There is no timeline for a 
new machine right now. Once 
funding is secured, installation 
will take several weeks. 

Mold growing in house next to a students closet. Photo courtsey of Laura Salgado  

Espresso machine trouble at 
Holy Grounds  

Allison Wood
The Circuit

Alex Gorman, Senior, mixes an Atchison Fog at Holy Grounds. 
Photo by Riley Funk 
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Fall Road TripsFall Road Trips

Weston's Red Barn Farm. 
Driving distance: 21.5 miles  Photo credit Riley Funk 

A view of the Missouri river from Weston Bend State Park. 
Driving distance: 20.6 miles  Photo credit Will Russum 

Sunflowers in full bloom at Grinter's Sunflower field in Lawrence Kansas. 
Driving distance: 45.6 miles  Photo credit Stephen Personelli

Atchison Farmers Market on Main Street. 
Driving distance: 0.9 miles  Photo by Kate Kirstein
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Benedictine College is intro-
ducing its first Chapter of the 
National Society of Leadership 

and Success this year, consisting 
of 155 students. 

The National Society of Lead-
ership and Success is a leader-
ship program with 725 Chapters 
nationwide.  They aim to help 
students succeed in their future 
careers and personal lives, along 
with having a positive effect on 
their community.  NSLS is the 
only accredited honor society in 
the United States, accredited by 
Cognia, recommitted by the Na-
tional College Credit Recommen-
dation Services (NCCRS) and the 
American Council on Education 
(ACE). 

Evan Sykes, a sophomore 
studying biology and pre-med, is 
the student president. He started 
as vice president and was initi-
ated as president late last Spring 

semester.   
Sykes, along with former 

Benedictine student Drew Houfek, 
founded the idea last year, after 
directly reaching out to the NSLS 
and Benedictine College. They 
opened the Benedictine College 
NSLS chapter under the supervi-
sion of Dave Geenens, a business 
professor at Benedictine College. 

Sykes talked about how Bene-
dictine felt like the perfect place 
to open a chapter.   

“There was a feeling that 
Benedictine would be a great 
place to teach leadership and give 
students opportunities, because 
we felt that here we have students 
in leadership roles who were not 
given any leadership instruction or 
teaching,” Sykes said. 

The club aims to follow a two 

semester tract. Upon completion 
of orientation, and learning ses-
sions on personal success during 
the first semester, induction into 
the club will take place in Decem-
ber 2021. In the second semester, 
members will delve into leader-
ship and what it looks like in the 
individual’s role at Benedictine 
College. Geenens emphasized 
the importance of this training in 
preparation for student held lead-
ership positions. 

“When the time comes to 
apply for student leadership jobs 
across campus, students will be 
better prepared to get told yes than 
before,” Geenens said. 

Sykes also hopes that the chap-
ter will open up new opportunities 
for students.   

“We hope that students will 

gain confidence in themselves 
and also in their ability to lead, by 
working with others and receiving 
teaching, so they can go and make 
a difference here at BC as well 
as once they leave here,” Sykes 
stated.  

Tatiana Smith, a junior study-
ing music education, is one of the 
Benedictine students inducted into 
the Society. She hopes NSLS helps 
her strive to be a better version of 
herself. 

“It looks good on your resume, 
you get the recommendations, 
which is wonderful, and I don't 
really have a leader personality, 
so this is going to be a really good 
opportunity to get that collabo-
ration and leadership in,” Smith 
said.

“From This Hour,” a compo-
sition by Benedictine College Dr. 
Timothy Tharldson, was selected 
for the Minnesota Sinfonia’s Call 
for Scores Competition.  

The Minnesota Sinfonia has 
been around for close to 30 years 
and hosts a variety 
of competitions. The 
Call for Scores Com-
petition is open to 
Minnesota natives or 
musicians currently 
living in the state.  

The competition asks for a 
specific type of piece. The require-
ments are very selective and only 
certain instruments can be used. 
The goal is to see how the compos-
er can be creative with the selec-
tions they are given in creating 

their piece.  
Dr. Tharldson decided to enter 

into this competition to challenge 
himself with writing a new style of 
composition.  

“Writing for orchestras or bands 
and stuff like that is relatively new 
for me. And in fact, this type of 
chamber piece is the first one I’ve 
ever written...

I knew I wanted to test myself 
to see if I could break into this 
world of writing for orchestras, so 
it was a good challenge for me,” 
Tharldson said.  

This piece was originally a 
choir piece that Tharldson wrote in 
2015 that he rewrote for instrumen
ts.                                       

Tharldson originally wrote “From 
This Hour” as a commissioned 
piece for his high school’s 100-year 
anniversary of their music depart-
ment. Tharaldson is excited to see 
the piece come full circle with this 
competition.  

“From This Hour” will be 
performed twice in Minnesota by 
musicians whom Tharldson does 

not know.  
“One of my favorite 

things in music is making 
music with people I don’t 
know or working with 
people I’ve just met...be-

cause it does connect us,” Tharld-
son said.  

The Competition will take 
place in Spring 2022, date will be 
announced in the future.

 Dr. Tharldson hopes his suc-
cess in Minnesota will help draw 
new students into Benedictine.

Adam Wilbers and Elizabeth Berg
The Circuit

features

The NSLS logo. 
Photo courtesy of NSLS.

Aaron Lewis and Allison Wood 
The Circuit

Dr. Timothy Tharldson was slected for Minnesota Sinfonia's Call for 
Scores Competition. Photo courtesy of Benedictine College 

NSLS opens chapter on campus; inductions in December

 “I knew I wanted to test myself to see if I could 
break into this world of writing for orchestras..."
        - Dr. Tharldson

Tharldson selected for competition for musical composition
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Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
helps local families

Sleep in Heavenly Peace will 
have their first build day of the 
school year on Saturday, Septem-
ber 25.  

This organization is a national 
non-profit that builds and de-
livers beds for under-privileged 
families and children. 

The organization is divid-
ed into chapters all across the 
nation. There are currently over 
200 chapters in the U.S. Their 
mission is “No kid sleeps on the 
floor in our town”.

It also has donors to help with 
finances for the materials to 
create the beds and volunteers to 
build and deliver the beds to the 
families.  

The chapter at Benedictine 
started in May of 2018 with their 
first build day and have built 525 
beds since then. 

Co-President of the Bene-
dictine chapter and mechanical 
engineering professor, Patrick 
O’Malley, helped create the chap-
ter on campus after seeing it on 
Facebook and then took action to 
get things started. 

“I went out with an engineer-
ing student to Twin Falls, Idaho 
which is where the national or-
ganization is headquartered. We 
went out to visit in April 2018 to 
learn the process and do all the 
training. We had our first build a 
month later,” O’Malley said.  

There are about three to four 
build days a semester and there 

is no experience needed for new 
volunteers. 

“They just come to the shop at 
Westerman on the build day and 
there is no experience needed. 
We will teach them how to use 
the tools and teach them the pro-
cess. That's the main way most 
people get involved,” O’Malley 
said. 

Student volunteer Wildes 
Rempe says the Benedictine 
chapter currently delivers not 
only to houses in Atchison but 
other surrounding cities. 

"We get a group together 
of maybe three to four people 
and we’ll go to either Atchison, 
Leavenworth or St. Joe and we’ll 
deliver to however many families 
needed up there that we have 

called and have been able to get 
ahold of,” Rempe said. 

Even though the Benedictine 
chapter has grown to be success-
ful, Co-President and senior Sam 
Fabozzi would love to see more 
people involved.

"The hope is that we can get 
more leaders and we can start 
sending people out four to five 
days a week. Maybe Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and then 
we do a big one on Saturday,” 
Fabozzi said.  

If students would like to 
volunteer, contact Co-Presidents 
Dr.O’Malley (pomalley@ravens-
benedictine.onmicrosoft.com) 
or Sam Fabozzi (sam.fabozzi@
shpbeds.org) for more questions.  

The Riverhouse Restaurant 
officially opened for business 
on July 15. The casual, chef-in-
spired, steakhouse aims to 
provide the town of Atchison a 
gathering place to unwind and 
socialize.  

It is located at 101 Commer-
cial St, and operates Thursday 
through Saturdays from 3 p.m. 
until 10 p.m. It also provides 
special happy hour discounts 
from 3-6 p.m. 

In its weeks since opening, 
the restaurant has featured multi-
ple live music performances and 
plans to offer several other forms 
of entertainment in the future.  

Abby Joyce, junior, enjoyed 
her experience going The River-
house.  

“The atmosphere is the best 
part of the entire restaurant. 
It’s a different place than what 

Atchison is used too,” Joyce 
said. 

Kathleen Mayer, owner of 
the restaurant, began the idea of 
opening the venue in early 2019. 
She was first made aware of the 
opportunity by the Rainbow 
Communications group, former 
owners of the riverfront prop-
erty. 

The location boasts a slightly 
cosmopolitan accent. The build-
ing borders the Missouri River 
and features a spacious patio 
seating area.  

The interior features two con-
joined rooms. The first includes 
highlighting rustic hardwood, 
exposed brick and a large 
wooden bar. The other has floor 
to ceiling windows, white walls, 
local art and finer lighting. 

It also features a second-floor 
event venue. Mayer mentioned 
the space may be used for events 
such as reunions, office parties 

or instructional classes in the 
future. 

As for cuisine, the restau-
rant is a “casual, chef-driven, 
steakhouse with other barbecue 
items.” The menu aims to differ-
entiate itself from other restau-
rants in the area and will feature 
local ingredients on a seasonal 
menu. 

Mayer noted the importance 
of Sunday brunch and more 
weekly hours as the next steps 
into fully incorporating The 
Riverhouse into its new home. 

“The goal is to create a gath-
ering place for people to social-
ize and hangout, and hopefully 
unwind from what the day to day 
has brought them,” said Mayer. 

The Riverhouse Restaurant 
welcomes Benedictine College 
students and members of the 
community for food, drink, and 
social activities.  

Jason Nick
The Circuit

Around Town

Adam Wilbers
The Circuit

View of the new Riverhouse Restaunt in Atchison that opened on July 15, 2021   Photo by Riley Funk. 

New restaurant opens on Atchison riverfront

from Parking on page 1 

“If students are parking on city streets it’s okay, 
but make sure we’re respectful of all our neighbors 
and their property,” Fassero said. 

Parking is still available on the north side of 
campus to students driving from off-campus.  

“I would encourage students if they’re able 
to, park up in the north lots. There’s still parking 

available in Cray Seaburg, McDonald Hall and the 
Amino Center,” Fassero said. 

Parking questions and aid can be directed to 
Campus Security or the Operations Department 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. The Operations Department 
office is located at 217 M St. in the IT/Operations 
Building.  Campus Security can be reached at (913) 
360-8888 and the Operations Department can be 
reached at (913) 360-7421.

 “The hope is that we can get more leaders..."
        - Sam Fabozzi
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Ravens prepare for a new season
Jason Nick and Chloe Berg
The Circuit

After a 21-7 overall record, 
a 15-4 conference record and 
an NAIA National Tournament 
appearance last season, the Bene-
dictine men’s basketball 
team is looking to jump 
to new heights this 
season. 

The Ravens are 
bringing back every 
player on the roster 
from last season. 
COVID-19 gave the  players an 
extra year of eligibility. 

Impact players such as Jaiden 
Bristol, Matt Austin and Chris 
Jackson were due to graduate in 
May of 2020, but chose to use 
their extra year to keep playing. 

Ryan Moody, head coach of the 
Ravens, emphasized that experi-
ence and maturity are key com-
ponents for the team this year. 

“We have eight guys that are 
either in their fourth or fifth 
year playing college basketball 
at Benedictine College. This is 

a super experienced and mature 
team,” Moody said. 

Jaiden Bristol, senior and 
All-American point guard, wants 
to be a better leader for his team-
mates this year. 

“I’ve experienced a lot of 

different things playing college 
basketball. I just want to help my 
teammates progress and try to 
help them be the best versions of 
themselves they can be,” Bristol 
said. 

The Ravens offense is packed 
with endless amounts of talent. 
The pressure falls on the defen-
sive end, which has the poten-
tial to bring them even greater 
success.   

“The biggest thing for us, if we 
want to be good and have a spe-
cial year, is tightening it down on 
defense. We have to limit people 

a little bit better,” Moody said. 
Redshirt sophomore Zach 

Schwinn talked his expectations 
for the team. 

“We’re looking forward to 
another successful season this 
year after finishing second in the 

conference tourna-
ment last year. Every 
player from last 
year’s team is back, 
plus two incoming 
freshmen. Hopes are 
high for this experi-

enced group,” Schwinn said.  
Coach Moody is looking 

forward to beginning this season 
with his team.   

“Just grind and do it day by 
day, if they do that, I think the 
sky's the limit for this group. 
They’re pretty talented,” Moody 
said. 

The Ravens will open the 
2021-2022 season on Wednesday, 
October 27th, on the road against 
Lincoln College. 

Their first home game will be 
on Saturday, October 30th, at 
7:00 p.m. against Briar Cliff. 

When I was younger, being 
a collegiate athlete was one of 
my biggest goals. I achieved 
this when I came to Benedic-
tine. 

I’ve always wanted to play 
collegiate baseball and prog-
ress through the sport I love. I 
watched many NCAA Division 
1 athletes talk about what it 
meant to be a student-athlete 
and that motivated me to con-
tinue to work hard to be able to 
play at the collegiate level. 

One of the biggest things I 
didn’t come to realize about 
being a student-athlete when 
I arrived on campus was the 
time commitment for being at 
practices and games. 

It takes a couple of hours 
of your day to go to practice, 
have strength and conditioning 
and have classes. Not having a 
huge chunk of time to study for 
exams or continuing to grow 
in your social and spiritual life 
definitely has an impact on 
your college experience.   

During the fall of my fresh-
men year, the baseball team 
went to scrimmage Rockhurst 
University at Rockhurst in 
Kansas City. It went about 12 
innings long and we didn't get 

back to campus until about 1 in 
the morning.  

The team had weights that 
morning at 6, so I was not able 
to get enough sleep due to the 
fact I had a couple assignments 
due that day. I realized that day 
what it means to be a collegiate 
athlete.   

It takes a ton of dedication 
and effort to pursue your skills 
as a student and being an 
athlete.  

A tip I would recommend 
for student-athletes is to have 
a schedule of what your week 
looks like. Having a planner 
with you helps make sure 
that you’re on top of things 
and having your practice and 
training schedules keeps you 
on track.  

Another tip would be to take 
advantage of the tutors in the 
Student-Success center. When 
you miss class and don’t un-
derstand the material, they’re 
there to help you out so you 
don’t fall behind.  

The last tip is that I encour-
age you to have fun and enjoy 
your time being an athlete. 
Being a collegiate athlete 
has really helped me become 
the person I am today and I 
wouldn’t change anything 
about it.  

Returning starter Jadon Bristol practices ball handling during an open gym session. Photo by Jason Nick 

Sports Column: 
Life of an Collegiate Athlete
Will Russum
The Circuit

 “Just grind and do it day by day, if they do that, I 
think the sky's the limit for this group. They're pretty 
talented."     
 - Ryan Moody

Will Russum steps up to the plate. 
Photo courtesy of Allison-Kenward Ostertag 


	Page 1 
	page 2
	Page 3 
	page 4
	Page 5
	pg 6
	page 7
	Page 8 

