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A look back at Benedictine's Springfest

Riley Funk
The Circuit 

What's inside?
Cinema p.2

 “A war between “gods” might 
help us learn how to avoid one 
among men."    

- John Tuttle

Tempest p. 3
 “It’s the most fully realized 
show."   

- Derek Trautwein

Mission Trip p. 6
 “The goal of this mission trip 
is to encounter the humanity of 
the real individuals behind the 
border crisis."

 - Carlos Creda

Counterfeit Poster Found

With the annual Springfest 
approaching soon, let's jump into 
the time machine and learn about 
one of Benedictine’s annual tradi-
tional events. 

 Springfest has always been 
the event that students really look 
forward to at the end of the year. 
The event has a wide variety of 
activities and games for students 
to enjoy. 

On November 16, 1975, the 
Social Committee hosted the first 
annual Rock Concert at Memorial 
Hall where they hosted several 
bands. The most significant band 

that played was Kansas. 
Kansas, based out of Topeka, 

was led by Kerry Livgren. Top 
hits included Carry on Wayward 
Son and Dust in the Wind.  

Over 800 people attended, 
including students, faculty and 
the Atchison community. Social 
Committee co-chairmen, John 
House, '75, was very pleased 
about the success of the overall 
attendance and overall income ac-
cording to a 1975 Circuit article.   

His wife, Mary House, ‘75, 
attended the event and had an 
amazing experience. 

“Bands, beers, and porta pot-
ties were main things about the 

event, I had a great time,” Mary 
said.

John House and Susie Tjaden 
held the event so both the Atchi-
son and Benedictine community 
evolved together. They brought 
kegs of beer for people to drink 
and socialize. 

In May 1981, the committee 
held an annual school picnic at 
Falk’s farm, about six miles west 
of campus.  

The first time the event was 
called Springfest was in 1983. 
Tim Gallagher, '84, and Margaret 
Harvey, '83, were the head com-
mittees for Springfest. 

 See Springfest page 7

William Russum 
The Circuit 

Kansas performed at BC's first Springfest. This photo was printed in the November 22, 1974 issue of The Circuit. 

On April 19, posters using a 
fake signature from Benedictine’s 
Student Government Association 
appeared in buildings across 
campus.  

 The poster depicts Bob the 
Tomato from the children's show, 
Veggie Tales. The poster reads, 
“This is Bob. Bob doesn't wear 
a mask. Bob isn't a sheep, He’s a 
tomato. Bob won’t get a vaccine 
passport. Bob doesn't trust the 
media because the media feeds 
him lies. Be like Bob.” 

 On the bottom left of the 

poster was a photoshopped logo 
that the SGA provides on its 
approved posters.  

 Art Hernandez, SGA Trea-
surer, says that the first citing of 
one of the posters may have been 
in the Ferrell Academic Center.  

 “We (SGA) were contacted 
by someone that complained that 
‘the poster was not a representa-
tion of the school, and couldn't 
understand why we approved it.’ 
Little did they know that it was 
not approved by us,” Hernandez 
said. 

 See Poster page 6

A SGA counterfeit poster found in the rounanda of the FAC. Photo by 
LIam Keating
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I have an early class on Tues-
days and Thursdays, which, with 
standard issue senior insomnia, 
makes these two days fairly mis-
erable to wake up early on.  Last 
Tuesday, I had been awake until 
sometime after three in the morn-
ing, and I couldn’t sleep after six.   

In those small hours, I stepped 
out into my apartment's living 
room and opened the windows 
to discover it was snowing. My 
first thought was about my winter 
clothes, which I had literally just 
taken home at Easter. 

I don’t suppose snow in April 
is an unusual event, especially not 
in Kansas.  It has been a little un-
familiar these past couple of years 
to be sure, but it’s not unusual.  It 
certainly wasn’t welcome, at this 
point in my college career and 
this semester.   

It’s not like it was a hinder-
ance, if I'm honest.  The snow 
didn’t stick around all day, and 
really, it wasn’t that cold.  It was 
just another one off those unpleas-
ant moments where something I 
didn’t want to happen, happened. 

I was fortunately wrong about 
the snow.  It wasn’t miserable; that 
cold morning was very beautiful 

to experience.   Snow built on the 
lawns not the sidewalks, so you 
could stand in place and look up 
at the grey sky and watch tiny 
crystals falling in the haphazard 
wind; little bolts of white cutting 
against campus’ colorful back-
ground, melting instantly once 
they hit concrete or metal.  

It's nothing I haven’t seen be-
fore, but snow this late in the year, 
this late in my college career, is 
just rather odd.  Odd and beauti-
ful.  Oddly, it brightened my day.   

This is the last Rambler I will 
write as an editor of the Circuit.  
Thank you for sticking with us 
as readers, news makers, and 
friends.  I look forward to the 
time when I can ramble on in the 
world and look back on these odd 
and beautiful four years I spent at 
Benedictine.  

Cheers and good luck.

The Rambler: Odd and Beautiful

Farewell from Keating’s Korner

Liam Keating
      

Managing Editor

Resurgent Cinema

Previously, my column has 
been filled with the exploits 
of activists and policymakers 
that have dominated the news. 
It was my goal to remain as 
centrist in these conversations 
as possible, but frankly politics 
generally disagree with me, 
and I with them.

Lately, my attention has 
been captivated by the re-
turn to the cinema. From 
super-chains like AMC to our 
own quaint but elegant Fox 
Theatre, US cinemas have 
reopened, garnering a healthy 
influx of eager moviegoers. My 
brother and I are among them.

For those who appreciate 
the 1954 Japanese classic Go-
jira and fervently follow kaiju 
storylines, such as myself and 
my sibling, Godzilla vs. Kong 
was a spectacle that could 
hardly be missed.

Though many modern 
action/fantasy films seem to 
fall flat, Godzilla vs. Kong was 
surprisingly bearable. With its 
slight undertones of justice and 
coexistence, the movie presents 
a WWE-style brawl between 
two monstrous fighters – and 
their third wheel.

Infused with mystery, con-
spiracy, and misuse of power, 
the latest installment in the 
Godzilla saga can strike you 
with awe one moment, touch 
you unexpectedly at another. 
A war between “gods” might 
help us learn how to avoid one 
among men.

John Tuttle
     

Online Editor

Dear Circuit readers, 
This is an emotional time for 

me. This is the final edition of the 
Circuit for the year and the final 
time I will write to you. 

Freshman year, I had this 
dream of becoming The Circuit 
managing editor, but I was not 
polished enough to grace this 

esteemed newspaper quite yet. I 
was more worried about my poor 
facial hair, finding a cute girl and 
a quick cup of coffee. 

I thought sophomore year 
would be my breakout year in the 
realm of writing. In true Liam 
fashion, I procrastinated and 
focused on quick satisfaction. My 
running career was in full form as 
a solid steeplechase runner along 
with my school work taking a 
turn for the best. But, then China 
hacked all of our Blackboards… 
All in all, I may have peaked 
sophomore year. 

Junior year, I finally joined 
the Circuit. I wrote story after 
story, column after column to 
develop my craft in the sports 
writing field. I enjoyed access to 
Raven Athletics and met many 
great people within the Athlet-
ic Department. In 2020, I was 
very excited for the spring sports 

season, but then I was sent home 
to my childhood bedroom. Not 
because I was in trouble or bad, 
but because a tiny virus was float-
ing in the air. 

Late junior year, my facial hair 
grew in, found a black cup of cof-
fee and met a cute girl. The latter 
helped me the most through a 
tumultuous summer of COVID-19 
and social injustice, but the cup of 
coffee didn’t hurt either. 

It has been joy to be the man-
aging editor for The Circuit. A 
dream was fulfilled when I was 
able to help cultivate the writing 
mind’s of my peers in the base-
ment of Cray-Seaberg, give the 
readers interesting content and 
create conversation at 1020 N 2nd 
Street. 

Farewell Benedictine College! 
I am truly honored to graduate 
from this special place. 
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The Tempest comes to Benedictine

Sarah Schrader, left, and Cece Richardson star in the Tempest as Ariel and Prospero. Photo by John Wostenberg

The Tempest, William Shake-
speare’s tale of magic, monsters 
and love was the final production 
at Benedictine’s Department of 
Theatre and Dance 20-21 season.  

The show’s director, Dawn 
Youngs, is an adjunct professor 
and guest director for the theatre 
department.  She is an experi-
enced director and was eager to 
take on the challenge of present-
ing the Tempest in her own way.   

“We 
wanted 
to do a 
Shakespeare 
for sure,” 
Youngs said.  
“Ultimately, 
the head of 
the department at the time, Scott 
Cox, made the final decision.  I 
had proposed a few other plays, 
but I think he felt like this was a 
hopeful play.” 

 The theatre season in the fall 
experimented with filmed produc-
tions, and socially distant staging.  
According to Derek Trautwein, 

chair, the Tempest originally 
began as an experimental perfor-
mance which included a minimal-
istic form with limited cast, sets 
or props, and eventually became a 
more elaborate show.   

“But, due to the ever unknown 
and constantly changing circum-
stances of COVID all semester, it 
became our last show of the year,” 
Trautwein said.  “It’s the most 
fully realized show.”  

Eventually, the show took in-
spiration from a Renaissance the-

ater style called 
Masque, a type 
of performance 
popular at 
weddings. 

“It’s a play 
that takes place 
during a wed-

ding,” Youngs said.  “That was 
very heavy on my mind, because 
Benedictine has this tradition that 
marriage comes out of college.”   

This theatrical style brought an 
Art Nouveau-inspired design that 
blended the modern and Renais-
sance world.   

“I wanted them to do an Art 

Nouveau rendition of an ancient 
Greek myth.  That was the begin-
nings,” Youngs said. 

Some of the modern twists 
in this production included were 
electro-swing dance music, Baz 
Lurhman inspired artistry and 
changing some of the main char-
acter’s genders.   

Cece Richardson, senior, won 
the lead role of Prospero, recast 
from an ancient alchemist father 
to a sorcerer mother.   

“When they announced they 
were doing the Tempest, I was 
wasn’t immediately drawn to any 
of the roles.  I knew they would 
be doing gender-bent casting, spe-
cifically because they have a lot 
of women in the department this 
year, and we didn’t have enough 
men to fill the cast,” Richardson 
said.   

Despite the production’s huge 
size and the difficulties from 
COVID-19 restrictions, the cast 
and crew have still had fun bring-
ing the Tempest to life.   

“It’s been amazing,” Richard-
son said.  

Jam for the Lamb makes 
another appearance this Friday, 
signaling the start of Springfest 
for Benedictine students. 

 The event hosted by the 
Benedictine College’s Ministry 
team is set to feature many musi-
cal performances. Luisa Paulus, 
junior and Stewardship Team 
coordinator, described some of 
the featured 
acts. 

“We got a 
lot of people 
who wanted 
to sing and 
play instru-
ments, so 
we’re kind of leaning into that 
[to have it] be more of a ‘jam’ 
really,” Paulus said. 

The show will be opened by 
the Raven Regiment drum corps, 
followed by the remaining acts.  

Tony Wall, junior, will be per-
forming a rendition of “Man in 
the Mirror” by Michael Jackson 
alongside Jack Pitre, freshman. 
Wall expressed his excitement 
for the upcoming event.  

“I’m just excited to be on 

stage entertaining, sharing some 
talent and hopefully bringing joy 
to my fellow students in atten-
dance,” Wall said. 

Laura Kazmer, senior, will be 
performing a violin piece with 
Stephen Brewer, senior. The 
duo has performed in the show 
several times before and Kazmer 
shared some advice for those 
considering auditioning in the 
future. 

“Don't 
be afraid to 
put yourself 
out there. 
You never 
know - you 
just might be 
someone's 

favorite act!,” Kazmer said.  
In addition to the performanc-

es, attendees can look forward to 
several raffles and the chance to 
get a free t-shirt throughout the 
event.  

 Jam for the Lamb is sched-
uled to begin at 8 p.m. in the 
Murphy Recreation Center. The 
event will also be livestreamed 
on Ministry’s Facebook page. 

Fisher Ward
The Circuit 

 “That was very heavy on my mind, 
because Benedictine has this tradition 
that marriage comes out of college.” 
             - Dawn Youngs

features
Jam for the Lamb headlines duos

Rachel Oberfoell
The Circuit 

Sam Minarik and Evan Collins perform at Jam for the Lamb. Photo sub-
mitted by Desiree Jetter

 “Don't be afraid to put yourself out 
there.  You never know - you might 
just be someone's favorite act!” 
           
  - Laura Kazmer
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April in AtchisonApril in Atchison

Above: Bishopwort grows alongside 290th and Pawnee Road. Right: Bishopwort blooming late in April.  

The sixth Station of the Cross stands along a path in Abbey Land at Benedictine College. The Atchison Swing Bridge hangs across the Missouri River near Veterans Memorial Park. 

Designed and photographed by Sarah Temple and Mckenna Elder
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A gate blocks off a trail along Benedictine Bottoms.

Two Stations of the Cross stand alongside a path in Abbey Land at Benedictine College.

Sign hangs on a fence disallowing cars to enter the area at Benedictine Bottoms.

April in AtchisonApril in Atchison
by Fisher Ward

April in Atchison,  
Easter renewal,  

Caught half-way between  
Winter and spring; 

Grey and azure, 
Purple and green, 

Sprung half-way between  
Fields and skies. 

Grass grows through gravel 
Reaching up to new life, 

Thick in the fields 
Bare near the trees, 

Flowers bloom up and  
Close in the evening,  

Ready to open tomorrow.   

Rote, ignored 
Unseen and unsung; 
We notice, we honor 

Resurrection in  
April; in Atchison
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Voices of Atchison: Police

Police vehicles outside of the Police Department. Photo by Riley Funk

Former police officer Derek 
Chauvin was convicted, April 20 
for the murder of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He was 
found guilty of second and third 
degree murder as well as second 
degree manslaughter. 

 The New York Times has 
reported that in the days since the 
trial began on March 29, there 
have been at least 64 people killed 
at the hands of law enforcement. 
More than half of these victims 
are either Black or Latino.  

 Americans across the coun-
try are recognizing the divide 
between the police and civilians, 
but Atchison and Benedictine 
community members understand 
there are different ways that both 
sides can come back together. 

 Former Atchison resident, Spc. 
Nathan Peltzer believes that a dia-
logue between civilians and police 
officers is much needed. 

 “What needs to be done is 
that officers need to handle the 
situation the best that they can,” 
Peltzer said. “If they mess up, 
then they need to hold themselves 
accountable.” 

 Christian Wessel, history 
teacher at Maur Hill-Mount 
Academy, believes that there is an 
institutional distrust between the 
police and community members.  

 “We have transferred from 
more of community policing to 
militant policing. That policing 
needs to be proactive and not 
reactive,” Wessel said. 

 Edjuan Works, junior, thinks 
the answer to unite both parties is 
a global goal. 

 “The best solution to bring po-
lice officers and civilians together 
would be equality in the judicial 
system and worldwide,” Works 
said. 

 In the fight against the injus-
tices that are happening, there 
are different ways that people are 
being proactive.  

 On campus, Works has a sim-
ple message for the Benedictine 
community.  

 “I feel and think that the staff 
and students who are not people 

of color should step up and fight 
for equality,” Works said. 

 Wessel thinks that more 
involvement in the community 
around Benedictine will provide  
a direct benefit. 

 “We need to learn to accept 
other cultures and embrace the 
fact that we are different. As 
white people we need to reach out 
to our black brothers and sisters 
and sympathize with them,” Wes-
sel said. 

 Atchison Police Department 
and Atchison County Sherriff’s 
Department could not be reached 
for comment. The Sheriff’s 
Department’s Mission Statement 
on their website describes their 
commitment to the community.  

 “Our mission is to serve and 
protect all citizens residing or 

traveling within Atchison County 
by providing professional services 
in a cost effective manner.” 

 Wessel continued on the 
subject explaining that injustices 
happen in our world and that hu-
mans must speak out against them 

when they occur.  
 “We shouldn’t treat everything 

like a political statement. Saying 
Black Lives Matter doesn't mean 
that white lives and other lives 
don’t matter. It is a basic ethical 
statement,” Wessel said.

After an almost two year 
hiatus spurred by the COVID-19 
pandemic, mission trips are back 
at Benedictine College.  

College Ministry has planned 
three different domestic trips 
for this summer, scheduled to 
take place from May 16-23. The 

groups will travel to Dayton, 
Ohio, Abbeville, Louisiana and 
the Rio Grande Valley in Texas. 

Cassie Coyle, senior and coor-
dinator, said the summer mission 
trips are a dream come true. 

“To know we’re finally going 
to get something off the ground 
this year is the greatest joy,” 
Coyle said. 

The mission trips have part-
nered with local organizations 
in the communities they will 
be serving, including Catholic 
Mission Trips in Dayton, Ohio, 
where participants will be helping 
with tornado relief. In Abbeville, 
Louisiana, Benedictine students 
will be assisting Family Missions 
Company in hurricane relief and 
homeless outreach. 

Carlos Cerda, a junior and one 
of the leaders headed to Texas 

explained how the students will 
assist Catholic Charities of Rio 
Grande Valley as they serve im-
migrant families. 

“The respite center is a one-
night shelter for immigrants that 
receives hundreds of people every 
day,” Cerda said. 

Cerda added he’s excited to 
learn more about the simplicity 
and humility of the people there. 

“The goal of this mission trip 
is to encounter the humanity of 

the real individuals behind the 
border crisis,” Cerda said. 

Due to COVID-19 safety 
guidelines, groups have been 
limited to about 8-12 people. 
For those interested in summer 
missions, there are still available 
spots. Contact Cassie Coyle at 
coyl3473@ravens.benedictine.edu 
or Benedictine College Ministry 
at 913-360-7735.

Riley Funk
The Circuit 

news
Poster from page 1 ...
In order to have posters up on 

campus the SGA logo must be 
attached and printed on it. This is 
a simple process. 

First, send an email with the 
poster attached. Then SGA will 
send the poster back with its 
stamp/emblem of approval at-
tached to it. If the design or word-
ing needs to change, SGA will 
notify you. Once those changes 
are made, 
then it will be 
approved.  

 You can 
also print out 
the poster 
and show it 
in the SGA 
office. Then someone from the 
executive board will stamp it.  

 SGA hopes to send out an 
email regarding this process 
soon. Hernadanz explained the 
stamp is needed for every poster 
on campus. The real SGA stamp 
is larger and more detailed then 
the counterfeit stamp seen in the 
Ferrell Academic Center  

 “The purpose of the stamp 
is to be the last filter for any-

thing obscene or doesn't follow 
the schools values being put up 
around school,” Hernandez said. 
“We determine if it violates 
school policy or not, and if it 
doesn't they can go up.” 

 Students were quick to give 
their insights on the situation. 
Chloe Berg, sophomore, is curi-
ous about the meaning behind the 
message.  

 “Perhaps someone wanted to 
push their 
ultra con-
servative 
agenda. We 
are a Catholic 
school, maybe 
that's it,” Berg 
said.  

 Garrett Miller, freshman, be-
lieves that misrepresenting SGA 
is erroneous.  

 “If someone is trying to con-
vey that SGA supports something 
it doesn’t, it should be taken 
down,” Miller said.  

 If there are those who encoun-
ter counterfeits like the Bob the 
Tomato poster, are encouraged to 
contact the SGA via email, or in 
person in the Student Life Office. 

Mission Trips Return to BC
Rachel Oberfoell
The Circuit 

 “If someone is trying to convey 
that SGA supports something it 
doesn’t, it should be taken down.” 
           
   - Garrett Miller
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Cobo's breakout season for BC

Caroline Cobo has been awarded the Heart Track Athltete of the week. Photo courtesy of Caroline Cobo

Benedictine College has been 
blessed with having the oppor-
tunity to have athletes perform 
above and beyond their calling 
and the track and field competitor 
was the latest 
recipient of a 
prestigious award. 

 Caroline 
Cobo, sophomore, 
has been named 
the Heart of 
America Athletic 
Conference Track 
Athlete of the 
Week for the sec-
ond time during 
the outdoor 
season. 

 Cobo earned 
this honor by 
recording two first 
place finishes in 800 and 1500 
meter events at the Emporia State 
University meet.  

 “I was really happy and super 
grateful. My coach told me you 

got it [the award] again,” Cobo 
said. 

 Cobo earned the Heart Track 
Athlete of the Week award previ-
ously at the end of March for her 
work in the 5000 and 1500 meter 
events at the Baker Relays and 

Emporia State Relays. 
 Melanie Cozzi, senior, has 

won the award three times for her 
performance at the Heart Con-
ference. Cozzi has been a strong 

leader in helping Cobo develop 
into a powerful distance runner.  

 “Caroline is a wonder,” Cozzi 
said. “In these past two years, 
watching her grow as a person 
and a runner has been awesome. 
We’ve been building our program 

for a while 
now and she 
is a part of 
that rise we’ve 
been working 
towards." 

 Cobo 
ranks top five 
in the Heart in 
three different 
events. She 
has a chance 
to win the 
conference 
championship 

in the 800, 1500 
and 5,000 meter 

races this year. The Heart Cham-
pionship will begin May 7 in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Aaron Lewis
The Circuit 

 ““It’s going to be a little different 
since we have to follow guidelines, 
but we’ve never had a committee that 
has never put on Springfest before.” 
           
   - Maura Buhler

news
Springfest  from page 1 ...
The Campus-Life Committee 

decided to make this event alco-
hol free for safety reasons along 
with potentially having a Hawaii 
luau and other events. 

Some events included a dorm 
competition 
of Tug-A-War 
and a faculty 
softball game 
along with 
an outdoor 
showing of 
the movie 
M*A*S*H. 

Springfest 
in recent years 
have been held on the week-
end before finals week. It has 
different activities for students 
and faculty to enjoy along with a 
different theme every year. 

“I’m surprised that they 
moved it (Springfest) to the 
school nowadays, I really liked 
that it was off campus, I honestly 
think they tried to tame it down a 
little,” Mary said. 

This year, Springfest’s theme 
will feature different world cul-
tures and have various activities 

such as Jam for the Lamb Friday 
night. Events on Saturday include 
a zip-line, jousting games, a rock 
wall and much more.  

This year’s coordinator, Mau-
ra Buhler, junior, is extremely 
excited that Springfest will be 
happening this year. 

“It’s 
going to be 
a little dif-
ferent since 
we have 
to follow 
guidelines, 
but we’ve 
never had 

a committee 
that has never put on Springfest 
before,” Buhler said. 

“Having sophomores and 
freshman experiencing Spring-
fest will be a big benefit for this 
year.”  

From the rock concert on 
Abbey grounds to a world cul-
tured themed on-campus event, 
Springfest has been a main event 
that students have looked forward 
to all school year long.  

 Springfest will take place 
from April 30 to May 1.

Keg toss at the 1985 Springfest. Photo by Kathy Lumetta, May 3 1985 Circuit 

Caroline Cobo, second to right, competes in outdoor track. Photo courtesy 
of Caroline Cobo



April 28, 2021 bccircuit.com8

sports 
Wechter reaches 150 career goals; earns Offensive Player of the Year

Natalie Wechter, junior, 
reached 150 career goals in her 
college career and holds the 
record for the most career goals 
in BC Lacrosse history. 

 To add to those milestones 
and her recent success, Wechter 
has won the Kansas Collegiate 
Athletic Conference Offensive 
Player of the Year for the second 
time in her career and earned an 
All-KCAC first team selection. 

 Not only has Wechter had 
great success as an individual, 
but she has helped the team in 
great ways. The team has been 
dominant all season with a record 
of 13-1 and a conference record 
of 10-0 thus far. 

 Last Saturday, Benedictine 
defeated Missouri Baptist 23-3 to 
secure their fifth straight KCAC 
Championship. Wechter scored 
four goals and added six assists 

Jason Nick
The Circuit 

Lacrosse grows                               
under Garrett

 help the Ravens earn an 
automatic bid into the national 
championship tournament.  

 The hard work and dedica-
tion from a   
young age   
 has helped   
 develop    
 Wechter    
   

       into the player  
 she is today.   
 She started   
 playing lacrosse   
 in fifth grade and has 
yet to stop.  

 Even when she is reaching 
milestones and earning acco-
lades, Wechter is a very unselfish 
player and gives her teammates 
and coaches a ton of credit in her 
reaching 150 career goals. 

 “It’s a team effort, I didn’t             
      score the 150 goals by my 
 self. It takes a lot of  
 other people to be able 

to score a goal, so I got to give 
a lot of the credit to my team-
mates,” Wechter said. 

 Wechter emphasizes that it 
was a milestone for the whole 
team, showing how much they 
have grown as a team and how 
everyone's energy rubs off on 
each other. 

 “Everyone was super excited 
for me to hit that career mile-
stone but I think their energy 
rubs off on me instead and it's 
a team milestone for all of us 
so we pick up on each other's 
energies,” Wechter said. 

 Wechter is the type of player 
who makes everyone around her 
better. Sophomore lacrosse play-
er Claudia Garcia explains how 
Wechter helps elevate her game 
along with everyone else's. 

 “I'm a defender so if I'm de-
fending her she's making me a 

better defender with how hard 
she plays,” Garcia said. “It 

makes everyone match her and 
play hard as well.” 

 Wechter believes her indi-
vidual success can be directly 
attributed to her teammates. The 
respect and bond impacts their 
success as a whole. Head Coach 
Amanda Magee can see it too. 

“Not only does she bring so 
much joy to her teammates, but 
she has an incredible work ethic 
on and off the field,” Magee said. 

 The quest for the first cham-
pionship in program history will 
begin May 5 in Savannah, GA.  

Austin Canatella
The Circuit 

Benedictine College Men’s 
Lacrosse team has experienced 
ups and downs this season. The 
Ravens have faced some fierce 
competition with the support from 
new coach, William Garrett.  

 “Been a team effort, really 
thankful for the seniors rallying 
around me, without them rallying 
around me this season isn’t as 
successful as it is,” Garrett said.  

 Garrett was announced as the 
new coach of the Ravens in early 
November, just months before the 
beginning of the season.  

 “Going from our first loss to 
Indiana Tech in March to now, 
there has been a lot of improve-
ment,” Garrett said. 

The Ravens faced top ranked 
competition throughout the year. 

 “Resiliency is a word for this 
team, pushing aside a tough first 
loss and keep rowing the boat. All 
of our loses have from the #3 and 
#4 (twice) in the country,” Garrett 
said.  

 Junior James Carson de-
scribed the challenges of a new 
coaching system but how the team 
responded well.  

 “This year has been good, it 

started out a little rough with no 
fall season and having to learn 
a completely new system in a 
month,” Carson said. “We’ve 
grown a lot since then and are 
playing really well.”

Even with close loses to qual-
ity opponents, the team is eager 
to keep playing and show the 
country that their hard work has 
paid off.    

“The close loses show us and 
everyone else that we’re able to  

“compete with   
anyone and keep us   
wanting to get better,” Carson 
said.  

 The Ravens lost in the KCAC 
semifinals to Saint Ambrose Uni-
versity 10-9 in double overtime 
last Thursday. The Ravens will 
play Reinhardt on Thursday at 10 
a.m. in the quarterfinals  of the 
NAIA Invitational.  

 
Curtis Wesley

Natalie Wechter


