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Walking mall gets needed facelift

president and YMCA employee,
Wyatt Iseman, agrees that creatFor the first time in over 50
ing a drive up approach will help
years, the Commercial Street
those businesses.
Mall in Atchison is going through
“I think it’s going to be very
a remodel that officials say will
positive thing especially with
help benefit small businesses in
business owners in the area,”
the area.
Iseman said. “I think a lot more
The nearly $1.53 million
students are going to be hanging
project broke ground in February. around downtown Atchison.”
It was originally set to begin after
Owner Patti Beien has been
the 2020 holiday season, but was
open for about a year. Her store,
delayed due to the
Gateway TreaCOVID-19
sures, is a conpandemic. The
signment store
I think a lot more students
area of conthat sells vintage
are going to be hanging around
struction spans
decor, antiques
downtown Atchison,"
two blocks.
and other various
- Wyatt Iseman
Mayor
things, is among
Abby Bartlett
those set to soon
said one of the main reasons besee a road.
hind this major undertaking was
“It was sad to see all the
to respond to the growing traffic
decorative trees get removed, but
into local businesses.
I believe that this project will
“We have also seen a lot of
positively impact this business,”
businesses come and go,” Bartlett Beien said.
said. “Commissioners want to
The recurring theme for those
give our downtown a fighting
that oppose the project is that the
chance. We need to bring new life belief that change will not occur
to our downtown."
and that major changes to an
Bartlett added that a grant the
Atchison staple will be hard to
city has received will help busiaccept.
nesses update their storefronts.
Bartlett was quick to say that
“One of the exciting pieces
this project will change things
of this is that our stores will have
even after 50 years of history on
front’s again – a face,” Bartlett
the mall.
said.
Campus Activities Board
See Mall page 3...
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Marianne Jennings, left, and Audrey Harteweck develop their Discovery Day project. Photo by Liam Keating

Students share research at latest Discovery Day
Rachel Oberfoell
The Circuit

While some traditions may
have been interrupted on the
campus of Benedictine College, in
part to limited activities, students
were able to join in on Discovery
Day this year, but in a virtual way.
The annual Discovery Day
event is the culmination of a
year’s worth of student and
faculty research. Dr. Terrence
Malloy, a co-director of the
Discovery Program, said the event

offers an additional platform for
student-faculty collaboration on
research.
“Often people are really
focused on the day, but in reality,
this is something that is going on
year-round,” Malloy said.
Each fall semester, students
begin composing questions for
their potential projects. Previous
topics have ranged from the leadership of Disney princesses to the
effectiveness of potato cannons.
The grant application process

What's inside?

also begins at that time, where
students are able to gain funding
for their intellectual pursuits.
Once topics have been chosen
and with grant money in hand,
participants begin their research.
Partnering with a faculty sponsor,
students explore, analyze and
experiment to find the answers at
at the heart of their projects.
When the spring semester rolls
around, groups submit their

See Discovery page 3...
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Art p.2

Society needs to get back to
true beauty,"
- Liam Keating

“

Masks p. 3

I do support getting the
vaccine but I understand that it
is a personal decision."
- Alejandra Cisneros

“

Softball p. 4

Our main goal is going to
the conference and national
tournament."
- Blair Shanks
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Do not immortalize art thieves

To submit a letter to the
editor or story idea contact
The Circuit:
E-mail
circuit@benedictine.edu
Address
1201 N. 2nd Street
Atchison, KS 66002
Letters and guest
column submissions
must be typed, doublespaced and include the
writer’s name and phone
number. Please limit
all submissions to 300
words or less. Letters and
columns become property
of The Circuit and may be
edited and published in the
newspaper’s online edition.
The Circuit is a member
of Kansas Collegiate
Media.

Liam Keating

Managing Editor
The aura of a museum is exhilarating. It is utterly unbelievable
to see masterpieces up close and
in person.
Think about the hard work of
artists such as Van Gogh, Rembrandt and my personal favorite,
Thomas Cole. Their work to
create perfect pieces of art will
forever be enshrined in museums
across the globe for people to
view.

The content of this
publication is copyright ©
of the Benedictine College
Journalism and Mass Communications Department.
All rights reserved.

over with the art in hand as everyone laughed.
In my opinion, Netflix spins
these criminals into good guys.
They immortalized them for
stealing such precious pieces,
making it seem easy to do yourself. Good luck if you try to do it.
Society glorifies the criminal
and the heist too much. Podcasts
and documentaries are dedicated
to the bad guys, yet they hardly
cover the true beauty, art and music. Society needs to get back to
true beauty, not these figures who
are enshrined behind bars.
I hope the documentary helps
detectives find a different angle to
the case. An angle that helps find
the art in pristine condition that
can make it back into the showroom of the Gardner Museum.
Sadly, that may be unlikely
after all these years.

like it brightens mine.
As of Thursday, April 15th,
we are one month away from
graduation. On an unrelated note,
the tax deadline has been pushed
back to around May 15th or 17th.
Something like that.
A joke walked into the middle
of an article and said, “I am completely irrelevant.”
Recently, I took the time to
watch Zack Snyder’s Justice
League (review forthcoming)
Tenet, and Godzilla Vs. Kong. I’d
say all three are just about worth
your time, so long as you can
sit through movies that feel like
they’re four hours long; one of
them is. What might not be worth
it is an HBO subscription.
I watched a review of Godzilla
Vs. Kong, which critiqued the
movie for not having a serious
tone or taking a stance on environmental and political issues that

Kong and Godzilla represent. Am
I the only one who thinks that this
reviewer missed the point a little?
It’s a giant lizard fighting a giant
monkey. What did you expect,
The West Wing?
I was lying in bed a few nights
ago, when I had a sudden thought:
though I want to celebrate National Procrastination Week, I think
I’d better put that off to work on
homework.
The most significant similarity
between young children and dogs
is if you don’t hear them for two
minutes something is wrong.
Despite the truly appalling
quality of some of the recent SGA
campaign posters, I want people
to know that I was interested by
one of them. I will willingly
vote for any candidate who calls
himself ‘sexy’ on his promotional
materials.

The Rambler: Lighter Fare

Editorials, letters and
guest columns do not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of The Circuit as a
whole.
The Circuit Editorial
Board can be reached for
questions or comments at
circuit@benedictine.edu.

Recently, I watched Netflix’s
latest documentary, This is a
Robbery: The World’s Biggest Art
Heist. Two thieves stole half a billion dollars worth of art from the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
in Boston, Massachusetts in 1990.
The art that was stolen included Rembrandt’s only seascape, “The Storm on the Sea of
Galilee”. A striking image that
portrays Jesus calming the sea as
it tosses and turns. The disciples
are visibly in distress as Jesus
remains calm and stoic.
The stolen art pieces are still
missing 30 years later. They are
somewhere in the world, maybe
in someone’s living room. Would
you sacrifice everything to steal
art from a museum just to hang it
in your living room?
I’d like to think I could, but
there is no way I am making it out
of the first room. I most likely had
an untied shoelace and toppled

Fisher Ward

Online Editor
At risk of sounding too selfaware, I read through a few of
my past articles and found them,
well, kind of dark and pessimistic.
With that in mind, here’s some
lighter fare that I’ve had rattling
around in my mind for a little
while. Hope it brightens your day

bccircuit.com

A Flying Falcon and
a Fighting Soldier

John Tuttle

Copy Editor
Disney+ is one of those up
and coming streaming powerhouses that offered some solace
in the midst of quarantine.
Lately, The Falcon and the Winter Soldier has fallen under my
radar. Sam and Bucky present
an interesting duo with a history,
and it works. They're characters
we care about. Bucky especially
displays a trait that I can empathize with.
Envision someone who has
awoken into an age where so
much of his life has been altered.
In fact, his former life hardly
feels one and the same. He has
a hard time accepting the new
norms of technology and society. He is crippled by fear and
shame, and he's not in touch with
any close friends.
This mental state isn't just
applicable to Bucky's condition
but ours as well. Some of us
might have lost jobs. We have
adapted to new surroundings
at work and at play and to new
modes of interaction to boot. I
don't know what the answer to
Bucky's dilemma is, but I know
the warm season is on the wind.
Things are starting to look up –
if you just know where to look. It
puts you in a mood of adventure
and achievement. Sometimes we
are meant to fly with the grace
and precision of a falcon; other
times, we need to be more like a
soldier and refuse to give up on
our dreams.
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Administraton lifts mask mandate

Left to Right: Haylie Dickerson, Lucy Voysey, Joslyn Lewis walk around campus without masks after the
mandate was lifted on April 1. Photo by Aretha Victalino

“I think it’s premature, but if
people don’t want to wear masks,
The mask mandate enacted
I say they’re free to do so,” Averill
here at Benedictine was lifted on
said. “In person classes are still
midnight of March 31.
making me wear masks, which
This is a result of the campus
is fine because it’s to protect the
being in accordance
greater good of
with local orders
Benedictine.”
as the pandemic
Johnny
I think it’s premature, but if
has gone on.
Hua, freshman,
people don’t want to wear masks,
Professors are
likes not wearI say they’re free to do so.”
also beginning
ing masks, but
to consider unalso sees the
- Kevin Averill
masking in class.
benefit.
Even with
“I don’t
this mandate lifted, departments
mind having to wear a mask
such as journalism and mass
because I have been wearing them
communications will be requiring for a year now. If it means keeping
students in those classes to wear
someone safe, I am all for it," Hua
masks for the rest of the semester. said.
Students campus wide, like
The total campus population
Kevin Averill, junior, sees both
is currently 2505 people. At the
sides.
time of publication, there are zero
Riley Funk
The Circuit

“

Mall from page 1 ...

“It has already brought visitors
down to see the removal of the
canopies,” Bartlett said. “It has
created a buzz in town and created conversations of what is to
come.”

As for how the Benedictine
community can get involved,
Bartlett would like to see students
branch out and explore these local
businesses.
“Stop in and introduce yourself, meet the folks that work

Coronavirus cases at Benedictine.
Kansas is now in Phase 5 of
the distribution of the COVID
vaccine, which means that those
16 and over are eligible for one.
However, Drake Chandler
Gilland, junior, will not receive
one because he doesn’t feel like he
needs it.
“I’ve heard of people getting
sick from the COVID vaccine,
and I have always been a very
healthy individual,” Gilland said.
Alejandra Cisneros, sophomore, understands the personal
decisions behind receiving it.
“I do support getting the
vaccine but I understand that it is
a personal decision. I am partially vaccinated and I made the
decision to vaccinate on my own,”
said Cisneros.

there and run their businesses.
This will continue to help sustain
and grow our amazing city,”
Bartlett said.
Renovations are expected to
be finished by mid-June of this
year.

Discovery from page 1 ...

their abstracts to the Discovery
Program committee for approval. If these summaries of their
research are accepted, preparation
for presenting commences.
For some students, this year’s
Discovery Day has been a long
time coming. Marianne Jennings
and Audrey Hartweck, seniors,
have been working on their research for several years.
It all began during an afternoon conversation their sophomore year in Haverty. Jennings,
who is colorblind, described to
Hartweck how she had recently
failed a biology test because she
was unable to decipher between
the different colors on the slides
of a microscope.
Shocked that no remedy to
this problem existed, the pair
realized this was something
they could tackle. After some
brainstorming, they posed their
question to Dr. Janet Paper, who
became their sponsor and their
project was off to the races.
They purchased a pair of
colorblind glasses, which contain
color-enhancing lenses, allowing
the wearer to see and distinguish
between colors. The goal of their
project is to create a lens cap for
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a microscope made out of the
glasses material that would allow
colorblind scientists to see more
effectively during research.
Jennings, a nursing major, described the process of the testing
being conducted for the project.
“We have [the participants]
take a diagnostic test to see what
type of colorblindness they have
and how severe it is, and then
have them go through the slides
and tell us what color they see,”
Jennings said. “We record their
results, then give them the glasses
to try on and tell us what differences they notice.”
The pair began testing nine
different subjects last spring and
were set to complete the project
following the spring break. The
Coronavirus had other plans and
the project came to a grinding halt
once the semester went online.
After another year of research
and preparation, they are ready to
present their findings.
“To actually have [this project]
happen is so cool,” Hartweck
said. “When I talk about genetics
during [student-teaching] I could
tell my students so much more
about it and they were way more
interested, like this is what I’m
doing for research.”

Commercial St. is under construction to create a road in Atchison.
Photo by Riley Funk
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Softball continues solid spring season

Blair Shanks bats against Clarke on Sunday at the Benedictine Softball Field . Photo by Stephen Personelli.
Will Russum
The Circuit

The Benedictine College
softball team is showing signs of
solid offense and defense so far
this season.
With last season cut short due
to Covid-19, the team was eager
to get back on the field and prove
they can compete for a conference championship.
Senior outfielder Blair Shanks
said the work is both for the conference and the campus.
“Our main goal is going to the
conference and national tournament,” Shanks said. “Our current
goal is to continue to beat the

Column:
We're on to
William Penn
Riley Funk
The Circuit

school wins record by the end of
the Raven stadium stats. The win
the year.”
over Avila in late February placed
It’s not a lofty goal.
the team with a NAIA record of
Under the leadership of Head
21 runs in one inning. Since then,
Coach Paul Hunt the team has
they have been putting solid numincreased the
bers against
amount wins
teams in the
each season
Heart of AmerWe have a group of special
since he began
ica Conference
players on the team that buy into
in 2017. In fact, the system."
and currently
wins jumped
have a record
		
- Paul Hunt
from 21 to 27
of 24-13.
within his first
“We have
year and the
a group of
team is on pace this year to get
special players on the team that
over 30.
buy into the system. My favorite
But the records don’t stop at
part about the season so far is

“

The reality of sports is there
is always a team that ends up
disappointed. For the Benedictine
football team, that time is now.
As a fan of this team, I’m
upset, I’m angry.
It's ridiculous that the NAIA
just now selects their postseason
teams with the usual regular
season ending four months ago.
Yes, it makes sense the teams that
win their conference get into the
tournament, but unlike the Ravens

who played in the fall and spring,
other teams didn’t play any football until 2021.
For example, Carroll College
began their season on March 13
and finished on April 10, their
record is 3-1. Our Ravens finished
their season 8-2. But, Carroll won
their conference championship.
Now, they are set to play Morningside in the first round of the
playoffs.
Here lies the underlying truth.

Top: Head Coach Paul Hunt directs his team against Clarke on Sunday
Bottom: Molly Chevalier, left, directs Isabella Ingui during their game
against Clarke. Photos by Austin Canatella.

them overcoming the adversity of
a shortened season and having the
ability to compete. The girls love
the game,” Hunt said.
Freshman Second Basemen
Bella Ingui believes the team
chemistry throughout the season
has been a major reason for the
success.
“It has added spice to the
culture of the team,” Ingui said.
“Every action we do on the field
has a reaction to it.”
Shanks agrees with her team-

mate about how the chemistry has
been for the team.
“The most important part as a
team is to stay within ourselves,”
Shanks said. “Teams that try to
bigger by themselves don’t have
much success, so we’ve stuck together though the whole season.”
The softball team will be on
the road this weekend with a
doubleheader Saturday against
Graceland and on Sunday against
Peru State.

The school that beat out the Ravens in the South Division of the
Heart Conference is none other
than our rivals, Baker University.
The Wildcats beat Benedictine on
Thanksgiving of 2020.
If the players can somehow get
around to reading this, I have one
thing to say. The NAIA poked the
bear.
I am a die-hard New England
fan. The Patriots once got blown
out on a Monday night in Arrow-

head Stadium and everyone was
asking, “Is this the end?” Head
Coach Bill Belichick replied,
“We’re on to Cincinnati.” The
Patriots would go onto win the
next game, and eventually win
the Super Bowl. The moral of the
story? We are on to the next one,
William Penn.
See you August 28.

