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Benedictine anticipates study abroad
Rachel Oberfoell
The Circuit

Madeline Severson, Miriam Miller, Alex Gorman and Pietro Mariani studying in Holy Gounds. Photo by Liam Keating

Pass/Fail option denied for fall semester

Riley Funk
The Circuit

Students at Benedictine College recently petitioned the school
to implement a pass/fail option for
the fall 2020 semester. The proposal, however, was voted down
by the faculty last week.
The goal of the petition was,
“to bring awareness to the administration and faculty that the
pass/fail option is desired by the
Benedictine Student Body.”
So far, this pass/fail petition
has 569 signatures, which is nearly 29% of the Benedictine student
body.
Emma Joyce, junior, was one
of the many Benedictine students
that signed the petition.
“I think it would be nice to
have the pass/fail option. Last
semester it was definitely a nice
option to have. It has definitely
been a challenging year so far.”

Joyce said.
The pass/fail option was first
utilized in spring 2020 at Benedictine. It allowed students who
were struggling or not satisfied
with their grades the option to
label the class as pass/fail, without
the label affecting their GPA. Students filled out a pass/fail form
and set it to the registrar's office.
Benedictine wasn’t the only
school to offer the pass/fail option. Schools such as Kansas State
University offered their students
their own version of the pass/fail.
K-State sophomore Adam
Schwinn personally didn’t use the
option because he was satisfied
with his grades, but recognized
that wasn’t the case for everyone.
“Friends of mine and members
of my family who attend KSU
opted for the pass/fail, which
ended up helping them out of a

difficult spot created by the pandemic,” Schwinn said.
Schwinn added that taking
online classes this semester has
been difficult.
“I have trouble focusing,
am spending too much time in
front of a screen, and honestly
don't think I am retaining much
information at all,” Schwinn said.
“These reasons are why a pass/
fail can be very helpful; most
people aren't used to an all-virtual setting, and I don't think we
should be.”
Although the petition didn’t get
passed this semester at Benedictine, the SGA and student committee is hopeful that this semester was an educational experience
for both the students and faculty
to learn how to adapt to this new
“normal” in schooling.
See Pass/Fail pg. 3

After its cancelation in the
summer and fall, Benedictine’s
Study Abroad program to Florence, Italy is set to return in the
spring semester.
The most popular study
abroad choice among Benedictine
students, the Florence program
provides the opportunity to travel
and learn in Europe while living
at the Villa Morghen campus in
Settignano, Italy, right outside of
Florence.
Wyatt Iseman, senior, participated in the program in the
spring of 2019, reflected back on
his experience abroad.
“It is 100% the most
life-changing experience I’ve had
so far in my life,” Iseman said.
“I learned so much about myself
and the world by being exposed
to different cultures, languages,

and peoples. It has fundamentally
changed the way that I look at
and live in the world.”
Making the Florence program
a reality for the spring semester
has been a challenge because of
COVID-19's impact on international travel. Daniel Musso, Director of Study Abroad, explained
the process.
“We have been monitoring the
situation in Italy,” Musso said.
“To be able to enter the country
under the current ban [on travel
from the United States], we will
provide students with documentation that we have a legitimate
study program in Italy.”
The 35 students accepted to
the program will be required to
complete a 14 day quarantine
upon arrival to the Florence
campus.
Upon completion of the quarantine, students will be able
See Abroad pg. 3
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“
Thanks, 2020 p. 2

What are we thankful for?..."
- John Tuttle

“

We very quickly filled up our goals,
and we kept increasing the number of
people we could accept."
- Isaac Rudolph

Basketball p. 4

“

Blood Draw p. 3

We know the pain of those loses and have
more experience to win those close games..."
- Eric Krus
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John Tuttle
Online Editor
With Thanksgiving on our
heels in 2020's twilight, some of
us are pondering the cliché notion
of gratitude. With the new year,
we will be all the more meditative
upon the future.
What are we thankful for?
For the optimist, the coming year
holds immeasurable opportu-

nity. The narcissist is proud of
the achievements over the past
months. And the pessimist, I suppose, scoffs at anything remotely
resembling gratitude.
But the truth is: 2021 will not
overthrow COVID-19; the past is
not quite everything it's cracked
up to be; and there is room for
gratitude in the right light.
Regardless of your outlook on
the things going on around you,
there are a slew of positive things
that have happened to you in the
past year.
Consider where you were, all
those months ago, before the chill
had left for a season, when the
news of the pandemic came. Then
consider how far you've come,
about your plans put on hold but
also how you've used the extra
time at your disposal.
Think about how you helped
others get through these tough

times, whether supporting the
community or simply calling a
friend.
Quarantining has made us
really ponder how we use the time
that is given us. It is a precious
thing, yet something we've perhaps come to loathe occasionally.
For me, I'm days away from
heading home. I'll be glad to trade
roommate strife for some good
old family criticisms, glad to
have the resources and guidance
to make homemade meals, glad
to take solace in the dangerous
comforts of familiarity.
Mom is getting chemotherapy.
Her care is given to so many details. My brother and I have plans
for the future. Dad has his own
stories to tell. I'm reminiscing of
childhood giddiness. How I wish
for a bygone wonder! Yes, time is
precious, and I'm thankful for it.

Thankful for Tradition
What Benedictine students love about Thanksgiving

Joey
Pynes

Sophie
Deister

Joe
Witherow

Junior

Sophomore

Senior

“I would say my favorite
tradition on Thanksgiving would be playing
catch with my dad and
brothers, while my mom
and sisters prepare
the meal. I always look
forward to it and it provides good memories
that I can look back on
for a long time.”

“My favorite Thanksgiving tradition is when
my whole family goes
to my grandparents'
house and we eat massive amounts of food.
Then we sit down and
play board games or
cards and it’s awesome
because it’s just a day
full of laughter with my
family!”

“My favorite thanksgiving tradition is going to
my nannie's and eating
her homemade pasta
and seeing all my cousins from out of town.
Family has always been
important to me, so being able to spend time
with them is something
I’ve always enjoyed.”

The Rambler:

Fun Kind of Interesting

Fisher Ward
Copy Editor
My mental state over the past
few weeks can be best described
as the unholy love child of Hieronymus Bosch and a Rorschach
Test. That is, it’s been an amalgamation of classes, homework,
screaming, work, rambling,
crying, passing out, waking up
and doing it all over again.
If you are experiencing anything similar to me, please know
that this is normal for the end of
the semester.
If you don’t go to school here
and experienced this, you are
experiencing election fatigue.
I’d advise seeking help beyond
here.
For the past four years I
have always looked forward to
Thanksgiving and Christmas
as it meant I didn’t have to do
any homework, screaming, etc.
beyond what was required for
the holidays.
Now, we’re leaving campus
without finishing the semester, we’re facing the holidays
with COVID spiking, and the
Schrodinger's presidency until
December 14.
This will be interesting.
Hopefully the fun kind of interesting, not the dread-of-night
interesting from earlier this year.
I think things are looking up,
and I’m hopeful that the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons
brings some levity.
Cheers!
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Blood drive offers antibody testing

View of the Vatican from St. Peter's Basilica. Photo by Wyatt Iseman
Father Steve Mills donates blood at the November 13 Red Cross blood drive. Photo by Angelica Nelson
Angelica Nelson
The Circuit

Free COVID-19 antibody testing attracted a large number of
donors for a recent American Red
Cross campus blood drive.
Isaac Rudolph, junior, organized this first blood drive of the
semester on Nov. 13. Rudolph
was pleasantly surprised that 110
participants from the college and
the Atchison community booked
appointments to give blood.
“We very quickly filled up our
goals, and we kept increasing
the number of people we could
accept,” Rudolph said.
For many, the motivating
factor in giving blood was the
free antibody testing. The test
reports on whether a person has
been exposed to COVID-19 in the
past even if no symptoms were

Pass/Fail from page 1 ...
SGA President Liliana
Pokropski believed the experience of trying to approve the
petition was very beneficial.
“We had several meetings

present. While an antibody test
indicates if a person’s immune
system has produced antibodies
to the virus, an antigen test indicates an active infection.
Ellie Thompson, senior, attended the drive and was curious to

learn if her antibody test would
come back positive.
“Everyone that I was around
at the beginning of the year all
tested positive and I never did,
so I didn’t know if I was asymptomatic. I got the antibodies test

a couple months ago and just now
want to keep doing it and see
what happens,” Thompson said.
Kay Allen, a registered nurse at
the campus health clinic, emphasizes that a positive antibody test
does not ensure complete immunity to COVID-19.
“We know for sure that the
antibodies are temporary, so they
don’t last forever. It’s looking
like they stay around for about 90
days,” she said. “So, for returning
to campus, that doesn’t tell you
anything if you have a positive
antibody.”
In the recent guidelines regarding returning to campus in the
spring, students must be tested
for COVID-19 or quarantine for
two weeks before moving back
even if they have tested positive
for the antibodies.

with this committee to discuss
the P/F option. The main concern
we brought forth was the lack of
consistency this year due to quarantines,” Pokropski said.
“We also knew a handful of
individuals that were put into

quarantine for an additional
two weeks, because they were
in contact with those who had
COVID-19.
Pokropski added all the
quarantines added up to almost
a month of missing in-person

“

We very quickly filled up
our goals, and we kept increasing the number of people
we could accept."
- Isaac Rudolph

Abroad from page 1 ...
to travel around Italy & Europe
as much as as much as pandemic
restrictions allow.
While many factors are changing daily, students planning to go
are excited nonetheless. Charlotte Ueland, junior, originally
intended to study abroad this
fall, described what she is looking forward to in Italy.
“I’m really interested in international relations, so being able
to learn about those [countries]
there is going to be amazing,”
Ueland said.
Despite the recent spike in
COVID-19 cases in the U.S. and
Italy, Benedictine is moving forward with preparations to make
the program happen. Musso
explained their approach.
“I definitely believe we can

classes for some. She added that
the lack of an official fall break
proved taxing.
As for those who are currently
struggling with grades, Pokropski
offered words of encouragement.
“It is easy to think that your

go. Of course, I am not able to
make the pandemic go away, but
I really hope we are able to go,”
Musso said.
With the semester coming to
close and the program's potential departure abroad rapidly
approaching, Ueland explained
her current feelings about the
situation.
“I think it’s going to be a continuous push and pull [to know
if we’re going], ” Ueland said. “I
think there are going to be days
where we say, ‘no’ and then there
are days where we’re like ‘Ok,
this is fine’.”
The Florence program is
scheduled to begin in early
February. Musso stated the
school will have a final decision
about the program proceeding as
planned around Christmastime.

value and worth is determined by
a letter, but it is not. This semester has been like no other we have
experienced. Your endurance in
2020 is something to be proud of,
no matter what your grade says,”
Pokropski said.
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Basketball leaning on
experience to start the year
Austin Canatella
The Circuit

Melanie Cozzi smiling with the Heart Championship trophy on November 7. Photo courtesy of Melanie Cozzi

Cross Country wins the Heart Championship
Will Russum
The Circuit

The men's and women's cross
country teams finished their
season on November 7 with their
conference championship.
The women’s team ended
up reaching to their end goal by
winning the Heart Championship punching their ticket to the
national championship.
Melanie Cozzi, senior, credits
the progress and transition the
team went through in order for
them to have reached their goal.
“For this season, we had to
overcome so many obstacles.
Physically, mentally, emotionally because of COVID and I
think that made our conference
championship more fruitful and
amazing,” Cozzi said.
Cozzi finished in second place
overall at the Heart Championships with a time of 19 minutes,
35 seconds to lead the Ravens to
a team victory. Baker finished
in second place 47 points behind
Benedictine.
The Heart made the hard
decision to not allow spectators
for the championship due to
COVID-19. But, the men and
women cross country athletes
were there to support one another.

Claire Zarybnicky, junior,
enjoys being a conference champion, but the values within the
whole group really determined
the success of this season.
“We have formed a very
strong bond between the men’s
and women's team and we’ve
truly become a family. As we
suffered together through the
quarantine and the pandemic in
general, we’ve gotten a lot closer,”
Zarybnicky said.

“

I think that made our
conference championship
more fruitful and amazing,"
- Melanie Cozzi
While the women's team qualified for nationals in the spring,
they will be focusing on track
competitions instead. They are
uncertain if they will be attending
the national championship competition amidst their track season.
Melanie Cozzi, senior, believes having nationals in spring
will be a big disadvantage for
the team since they will be more
focused on track and field.
“We’re all going to be in a
different kind of shape. It’ll be

focusing on speed and shorter
distance. Trying to train for what
is happening in the present and
then trying to go back and run a
whole different event, I think that
it’s going to affect people’s ability
to do well and it’s not going to be
accurate representation of people
doing well,” Cozzi said.
The men’s team also had the
goal of winning the Heart championship. This season many of the
runners were able to improve off
of an injury prone season the year
prior.
Colin Donovan, junior, dealt
with an injury last season and
believed that there was a huge
improvement this year with more
runners competing compared to
the 2019 campaign.
“It might not sound like it was
a big improvement but at the end
of the day, it’s better being able
to race. Even though the results
weren’t as high as we wanted, it
was still good to have the opportunity,” Donovan said.
The Raven men were not able
to fulfill their goal, finishing in
fourth place at the conference
championship.
The team had their struggles through inconsistences in
their schedule. But, Donovan

the last two years and the experience throughout the team has
The men’s basketball team has made this team unique.
“If we can grow defensively
loads of experience and depth this
and
develop that edge that good
season as the team returns 85% of
teams
have, I think this group has
their scoring from a year ago.
a
chance
to be special,” Moody
Head Coach Ryan Moody
said.
knows what those two ingredients
The team had losing runs to
can mean to a season.
start
and end the year last year
“When we have been good in
and
junior
forward Eric Krus
the past, we have had an experiknows
what
it takes now to get
enced team of third, fourth, fifth
over
the
edge
to win a championyear guys, and that’s what we
ship.
have right now,” Moody said.
“We have more guys with
Two years ago,
more experience,
the Ravens went on
we lost a lot of
an incredible run of
We are able to put
close games last
21 straight wins and
each other into positions
year. We know the
the season ended
to succeed,"
pain of those loses
with a double over- Eric Krus
and have more
time loss to Pikeville
experience to win
in the second round
those
close
games,”
Krus said.
of the NAIA National TournaThis
team
has
more
chemistry
ment.
than
most
teams,
and
this
sets up
Coach Moody believes that
the
team
for
success.
season taught the guys a valuable
“Having great chemistry is
lesson.
huge
for us. Almost everyone is
“The year before last (2018)
comfortable
with our offense and
was a crazy special year and
knows
the
tendencies
of themwe did not do a good job as a
selves
and
other
teammates.
We
coaching staff as well as the team
are
able
to
put
each
other
into
did not handle the expectations
positions to succeed,” Krus said.
well coming off a year like that.
The Ravens are off to a 3-2
We had to storm a little in the
start
this year with a road game
program last year and coming
at
Baker
on Nov. 18. Walk up atinto this year there is more confitendance
for home games is now
dence,” Moody said.
available.
These learning curves over

“

was pleased with how the team
overcame the COVID-19 filled
season .
“It was tough, you can’t train
together, can't run together, and
you can’t see each other. I think
that's one of the moments I’ll be
most proud of was how we handled ourselves through those two
weeks,” Donovan said.
David Mannella, freshman,
believed the team had adjusted

to changes as well as they could
have.
“Our coach made sure to
keep us updated on what all the
workouts were while we weren’t
together and there wasn't anything
we could do with getting all the
meets canceled,” Mannella said.
Donovan finished in 21st
place while Mannella did not
compete due to injury at the Heart
Championships.

