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President of Hungary visits Benedictine College 

Grace Degrinney 
The Circuit

Full-tuition scholarships awarded through Freedom Fellows Program 

President Katalin Novák is presented with a #63 jersey,  the number of Bence Duka (standing to the left of Novák), a Benedictine football player from Hungary.   
-Photo taken by Sydney Wilkinson

Will Prososki  
The Circuit

The President of Hungary, Katalin 
Novák visited Benedictine College on 
Sept. 26 as part of a tour of Catholic 
colleges in The United States.  

This was the first visit to Bene-
dictine from an active head of state. 
Novák spoke about the political 
issues she believes are facing not 
only Hungary today, but the world 
at large from a Catholic perspective, 
particularly abortion, financial relief 
for families, housing and LGBTQ+ 
issues. 

Dr. Kimberly Shankman, dean of 
the college, was among the welcom-
ing party of faculty members Monday 
morning.  

“We’re known for being a school 
that takes its mission seriously, and 
so people who are interested in that 
mission like she was, would find it 
[Benedictine College] a significant 
place to visit,” Shankman said 

The three points that Novák em-
phasized most were the protection of 
human life, support for families, and 
the importance of freedom, believing 
these three things to be the core of a 
healthy society. She cited Hungary’s 

constitution as a statement on the na-
tion’s Christian beliefs, saying that as 
a nation they are proud of their roots 
as a Christian state.  

Christianity is the foundation of 
many of President Novák’s policy 
positions that she has fought for in 
her term.  
Protection of the unborn through 
family support is a subject that Pres-
ident Novák is very passionate about. 
Unlike the United States, the number 
of abortions in Hungary has halved 
despite abortion technically remain-
ing legal.  
Novák attributed this to the fact that 
Hungary has relieved some of the 

financial burdens that lead to abor-
tion, investing 6.2% of Hungary’s 
GDP into families, such as student 
loan relief, housing support and cash 
benefits for parents. 

Family is a subject that is near and 
dear to President Novák’s heart. She 
proudly championed the fact that she 
was a mother to three children, one of 
which was able to join her on her trip 
to America. 

“You can always be replaced in 
your workplace, but nobody can 
replace you in your family,” Novák 
said. 

There was much excitement on 
campus before her arrival, students 

gathering around the fountain in the 
quad in hopes of seeing this historic 
moment for the college. 

President Novak was welcomed on 
campus to fanfare from the band and 
cheer team and greeted by President 
Minnis, the football team, several 
student organizations and faculty 
members. 

She was gifted with a #63 Ravens 
football jersey from Bence Duka, 
a Benedictine football player from 

Hungary. 
Garrett Nobis, a senior, was among 

the crowd awaiting Novák’s arrival.  
“It’s a really big experience, I’m 

really excited to see her,” Nobis said. 
President Novak called the visit to 

Benedictine College the highlight of 
her visit to America, trumping both 
a visit with President Joe Biden and 
even a visit with Mel Gibson.  

Novak’s address is available on the 
college’s YouTube channel.

The Freedom Fellows will 
now award 6 full-tuition 
scholarships each year to 
eligible applicants. The schol-
arship program is targeted to-
ward first-generation students, 
minorities, and students in 
underfunded communities.  

Along with an online appli-
cation, applicants will undergo 
two rounds of interviews. For 
students to be considered, 
they must showcase extensive 
involvement in community 
service and meet the 3.0 GPA 
requirement.  

The Freedom Fellows 
originally started as an 
on-campus club for minorities 
and first-generation students. 
The group is a fully funded 
program recognized by the 

College. Drawing inspiration 
from Reverend Martin Luther 
King Jr., the program is de-
signed to support its students 
academically and promote a 
more compassionate ser-
vice-oriented world.  

The group meets on a week-
ly basis to learn skills that 
will advance their careers and 
encourage advocacy.

These workshops also sup-
port students’ individuality by 
introducing thought-provoking 
literature and open discussion 
between peers. 

The meetings also aim to 
equip Fellows, especially 
first-generation students, with 
habits for success during and 
after college.  

Amber Mascarenas, a senior 
Fellow, said, “I have improved 
on my public speaking and 
managing my time. We also 

talk a lot about our values and 
how we can use them to drive 
us. A big part of this program 
is to be able to take what 
we’ve learned and apply it out-
side of the group. Everything I 
have learned; I can share with 
others.”  

By creating an environment 
that supports its students and 
promotes leadership skills, 
the program directors strive to 
create opportunities and close 
the equity gap. 

While the program is 
structured to support student 
learning, community building 
is another fundamental aspect 
of the program. Creating rela-
tionships within the program 
is an integral part of the stu-
dent’s overall development.  

Angel Delgadillo, a fresh-
man Fellow, says, “My experi-
ence with the group has been 

almost too good to be true. 
Growing up, I was not able to 
trust or confide in my peers 
and my community the way I 
can with the group.” 

While in high school, 
Delgadillo discovered his 
passion for service work by 
being president of his school’s 
Latino club, being active 
with the student council, and 
participating in various pro-
grams that supported his local 
community. 

“I’m big into community,” 
Delgadillo said. “I want to 
break down that wall. Service 
was not a big part of my life 
until COVID hit my com-
munity hard. I knew that one 
thing would lead to another, 
and I just needed to start 
helping.”  

Currently, the Fellows are 
provided with internship and 

summer program opportuni-
ties that will allow them to 
demonstrate what they have 
learned throughout the year. 
The Director of the Freedom 
Fellows, Tyler Shephard, is 

also working to find new ways 
to create opportunities for the 
students. Shephard is current-
ly working towards getting the 
program to be approved as a 
1-credit hour class. 

The Freedom Fellows at the bottom of the Ravenwalk 
for a group photo. -Photo taken by Grace Degrinney

President Minnis (left) introducing President Katalin Novák 
(right)-Photo taken by Sydney Wilkinson

“You can always be replaced in 
your workplace, but nobody can 
replace you in your family,”  
                        - Katalin Novák 

Spooky Science Returns 
Spooky Science Fun Bash for kids returns Friday, Oct. 14  

from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., All floors of Westerman Hall
Scan here



           

   Ninety-one percent of men 
and 60 percent of women have 
viewed pornography. With that 
statistic in mind, members of the 
college counseling department 
brought  Fight the New Drug, 
a national anti-pornography 
coalition to present to students on 
Tuesday, September 20. 
    Founded by a group of college 
friends in 2009, Fight the New 
Drug has grown into a national 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to educating and spreading awa-
reness about the harmful effects 
of pornography through in-per-
son presentations and sharing 
information with its 6 million 
social media followers. 
     A presentation by Fight the 
New Drug is not like a typical 
chastity talk. Fight the New Drug 
is not affiliated with any religion 
and regards itself as non-legisla-
tive entity, opting instead to give 
presentations that are rooted in 
science, research, and personal 
testimonies.  
    Fight the New Drug first 
visited Benedictine campus in 
2020. Seeking to build off the 
previous success, the counseling 
department set out on a massive 
marketing campaign handing 
out free t-shirts and setting up 
sidewalk displays to advertise the 
event. 
Using the incentive of free 
Chick-Fil-A sandwiches, the 
counseling department hoped 
to attract over 500 students to 
the speaking event hosted in the 

Murphy Recreation Center.  
   “We brought Fight the New 
Drug to campus in 2020 and it 
was a huge success, with over 
400 students which was super 
impressive looking back as it 
was during the pandemic,” said 
counselor Sam Meir who organi-
zed the event. “After seeing the 
impact the group had on our stu-
dents, we wanted to bring them 
back for another presentation.” 
    With nearly 500 students 
in attendance, attendees were 
engaged by the powerful mes-
sage spoken by presenter Parker 
Hymas, director of presentations 
for Fight the New Drug. With 

statistics to back up every aspect 
of his presentation, Hymas 
presented on how pornography 
affects three areas of one’s life: 
the individual, one’s rela-
tionships, and the broader world 
around them.  
    “I always knew that the 
numbers for pornography were 
high, but I never have been able 
to see data that backed it up,” 
said senior Patrick Fayad. “To 
see that 91% of men and 60% of 
women are regular consumers 
of pornography was just another 
driver to fight against pornogra-
phy and spread more awareness 
around campus.” 

    Coupled with the statistics and 
research, Hymas shared recorded 
testimonies of three people who 
have struggled with pornography 
including ex-NFL player and 
actor Terry Crews. These testi-
monies left a powerful impact on 
those gathered in the Rec Center.  
    “The most impactful part were 
the testimony videos because 
it showed how pornography 
has impacted real people,” said 
freshman Lizzy Hall. “Espe-
cially the video of the young 
woman that showed her ability 
to overcome pornography the 
hopeful message she gave was so 
powerful.”   
     To conclude the evening, 
Hymas opened the floor for 
questions. Then Fellowship 
of Catholic University Stu-
dents (FOCUS) missionary 
Josh Schroeder and Residence 
Director Yazmin Gutierrez spoke 
briefly about resources available 
to students who are actively 
struggling with pornography or 
know somebody that is. FOCUS 
is planning on hosting a follow 
up on Oct.18 to discuss the 
Catholic Church’s teachings of 
pornography.  
    “One Love, from Campus 
Ministry, is coordinating a follow 
up event on October 18th, provi-
ding some next steps for want to 
find freedom from pornography 
and grow deeper in their Catholic 
faith,” said Meir. “They will 
bring in the theological but also 
sacramental perspective to provi-
de students with the help needed 
to break free from pornography.”

Beer and high spirits flowed 
freely as Dr. Jeremy Sien-
kiewicz, associate professor of 
theology at Benedictine Col-
lege, unpacked the meaning of 
the Transubstantiation of the 
Cosmos for an eager group of 
students in a crowded Raven 
Roost. 

Asked by senior Maggie 
Mowery why he chose this 
topic, Sienkiewicz replied to 
laughter that it was the most 
epic topic of which he could 
think and then rhetorically 
asked what the purpose of 
talking about the Eucharist 
was, if one didn’t address its 
essential meaning. 

“And I’m obsessed with this 
too,” Sienkiewicz added, to 
more laughter, before turning 
to another questioner.  He then 
offhandedly mentioned a class 
he would be teaching in the 
Spring of 2023 on the Eucha-
rist and then gave some book 
recommendations including 
The Eucharist by Alexander 
Schmemann, Eucharistic 
Presence by Robert Sokolows-
ki and Corpus Mysticum by 
Henri de Lubac. 

With Holy Grounds be-

ing repurposed for this first 
of three Theology on Tap 
lectures, Campus Activities 
Board President John Galindo, 
also a Holy Grounds barista, 
dispensed root beer and Bud 
Light from a keg, nearly run-
ning out of both. 

Despite the metaphysical 
nature of the lecture, senior 
Pat Fayad found a way to thor-
oughly enjoy himself. 

“I honestly got really dis-
tracted.  I found out you can 
dip Haverty fries in beer and 
they taste really good, Fayad 
said.  Also the snacks, it made 
up for the Bud Light.  The Bud 
Light, really bad.  But the Hav-
erty fries, really fantastic.”  

Fayad, however, also man-
aged to learn a little theology. 

“When you eat things, it ele-
vates [the thing eaten].  Plants 
become animals when animals 
eat them.  And humans, when 
we eat animals, we elevate 
the animal because it is better 
[to be human].  So today, I 
elevated Haverty fries dipped 
in Bud Light and they were 
delicious and in that I reflected 
the Incarnation.”

With most of the crowd 
listening attentively, Dr. Sien-
kiewicz spoke on the Christian 
paradox of becoming nothing 
in Christ so that we can finally 

be our true selves. 
Starting off by quoting John 

17:21, in which Christ prayed 
at the Last Supper that the dis-
ciples might be one as He and 
the Father are one, Dr. Sien-
kiewicz, asked the question of 
how we become consubstantial 
with Christ, just as we con-
fess in the Nicaean Creed that 
Christ is consubstantial with 
the Father.  How do we attain 
this unity in multiplicity that 
characterizes Christ and the 
Father? 

Pointing to marriage, in 
which the man and woman 
become one flesh, thereby on-
tologically changing through 
their relationship, yet still 
remaining different from one 
another, Sienkiewicz pointed 
out that this was a foreshadow-
ing of that final consubstanti-
ation of all things found in the 
Wedding Feast of the Lamb in 
the Book of Revelation. 

“The erotic agape of man’s 
desire for woman (and vice 

versa) is a microcosm of 
man’s desire for unity with all 
creation and with God,” Sien-
kiewicz said.   

Sienkiewicz emphasized the 
importance of recognizing that 
this unity of persons is some-
thing uniquely mysterious and 
beyond mere accidental change 
and that it is also the fullness 
of personhood, otherwise a 
reference to the Persons of the 
Trinity would be meaningless 
since their whole existence is a 
unity within each other. 

Sienkiewicz then explained 
that it is through the Eucharist 
that we achieve this consub-
stantiation with Christ.  How-
ever, Sienkiewicz posited, the 
Eucharist is only a sacrament 
and therefore only a foreshad-
owing of what will occur in 
the end times.  The fulfillment 
of the cosmos, including our-
selves, will be full union with 
Christ. 

Comparing the monstrance’s 
rays to the explosion of a 

bomb, Sienkiewicz said the 
Eucharist likewise explodes 
outward, touching everything, 
but instead of destroying 
everything, transubstantiates 
creation so that He exists in 
everything. 

Thus in the end, our fulfill-
ment will be to see God face 
to face because Christ will 
have taken man and the entire 
universe into Himself. 

The Eucharist is a sacrament 
because when Christ exists 
in the bread and wine, it is a 
foretaste of the end times when 
God will be all in all. 

Quoting the Anglican priest 
Fr. Billy Daniel from his book 
Christ and the Liturgy, Sien-
kiewicz, exclaimed that this 
was the best part of the book. 

“The way he held the bread 
and the cup of wine, his 
mannerism and gestures, all 
focused our attention on the 
fact that the bread and wine 
were becoming more than they 
are, or perhaps what they were 
always intended to be,” Daniel 
wrote. 

In the end, Sienkiewicz 
explained, the point of us and 
all creation is to be Christified 
and the bread and wine be-
coming Christ is that foreshad-
owing.  That is the Transub-
stantiation of the Cosmos.  
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By James Lieblang 
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First Theology on Tap focuses on Eucharistic Cosmology

Upcoming 
Ministry 

Events

Fight the New Drug presenter Parker Hymas presents to students.  Photo by Dominic Susanka

           

“Transformed people transform 
people,” Nick Redd said. 
    The speaker for the Septem-
ber edition of Underground, 
Redd is the Regional Director 
of Mission for Saint Paul’s 
Outreach. Originally from 
Fulton, Ill. Redd has worked 
as a missionary for National 
Evangelization Teams and SPO. 
    Benedictine College Minis-
try hosts an Underground night 
every month. Underground 
consists of a talk, adoration and 
a vigil mass.  
    “The gospel message carries 
with it the power,” Redd said as 
he opened his talk. 
     A big emphasis for Redd 
was the phrase, “Christus 
Victor”, the Latin term trans-
lates to Christ the Victor. Redd 
explored this theme of the bat-
tle Christ waged for humanity 
against the works of the devil.  
    “He came as an act of war,” 
Redd said. 
    A common conception of 
Christ is that he came not 
as the military conquering 
messiah that the Jewish people 
awaited, but as a peaceful 
mediator. What Redd points 
out in his talk is that it wasn’t 
that he didn’t come to conquer 
and defeat, it was just not the 
opponent people expected. 
     Redd quoted a passage from 
the 1st Letter of John. 
    “The reason the son of man 
came was to destroy the works 
of the devil,” 1 John 3:8. 
    While the Jews awaited a 
messiah to come liberate them 
from a human tyrant, Christ 
came to retake them from the 
true tyrant, sin and death. 
     This tyrant had reigned 
since Adam and Eve made their 
choice in the garden. Redd 
points out that the prideful 
choice to separate themselves 
from God, did not merely push 
them away from God. 
    “When they separated 
themselves from God, they 
were necessarily in the arms of 
another,” Redd said. 
     Humanity was in the arms 
of the devil, and under the 
tyrannical rule of sin and death, 
and Christ came in order to 
conquer and retake humanity, 
by being overcome by death 
only for the purpose of de-
stroying it. Redd showed how 
this fulfilled the passage from 
Isaiah. 
    “The prey of the tyrant will 
be rescued,” Isaiah 49. 
     This message of victory, 
triumph and redemption per-
meates our lives and the world, 
and Redd encourages us to sur-
render and allow ourselves to 
be transformed by the message 
of the gospel. 

Faith
Underground 
night focues on 
Christ as Victor 
By Dominic Susanka 
The Circuit

Combating the Stigma: Fight the New 
Drug presents to nearly 500 students 

By Jack Figge 
The Circuit

Emmaus 
Nights

Every Monday 7-9 
FAC 301

Theology of the 
Body

Every other Tuesday 
at 7pm

Underground 
Saturday, Oct. 15 

O’Malley Auditorium
Speaker:Fr. John Klein

Theology on 
Tap 

Monday, Oct. 17
Raven Roost

Speaker: Dr. Michael 
Barber 

Resource Corner 

84.4% 
of boys and 

57%
of girls age 14-18 

have viewed 
pornography

Struggling with pornography or do you know 
somebody that is? Scan this QR code for resources.

“Pornography offends 
the dignity of the human 
person and not just of the 
people being viewed but 
also the people viewing 
it. Pornography violates 
ones own sense of integ-
rity, of who they are as 

human persons, and that 
is why pornography is a 

moral evil.” 

-Fr. Jay Kythe, OSB

“The way he held the bread and the cup 
of wine, his mannerism and gestures, all 
focused our attention on the fact that the 
bread and wine were becoming more than 

they are.”
-Dr. Jeremy Sienkiewicz



The Muddy River Mu-
sic Festival  was hosted 
in Atchison over family 
weekend on Sept. 24, 
attracting both local and 
Benedictine families. 

Scott Weinmann, 
having graduated from 
Benedictine College in 
2004, started the festi-
val in 2016 to create a 
welcoming community. 
Weinmann did not think 
there were many musical 
events like the festival. 

“I started this because 
the riverfront is underuti-
lized, there’s not a lot of 
stuff going on here, so I 
saw it as an event to get 
people down here,” Wein-
mann said. 

The festival always 
occurs in September and 
occasionally lines up with 
family weekend like it 
did this year.  

“We’ve had it on family 
weekend in past years too 
just on accident, but it’s 

a happy accident. It gets 
people out and it gives 
them something to do 
after the game and before 
evening activities and 
stuff like that,” Wein-
mann said. 

Multiple genres of 
music are played at the 
festival including coun-
try, blues, bluegrass, folk, 
indie rock, and more. 
It’s a chance for  people 
in Atchison to come out 
and enjoy some free live 
music. 

“The whole point in 
starting was for anybody 
to come, it wasn’t restrict-
ed to people who could 
play or what not,” Wein-
mann said. 

The music is played on 
two different stages, one 
is the main stage and the 
other is smaller and typ-
ically a solo stage. Both 
regional and local bands 
play at the festival. 

This year, the regional 
line up included The Bur-
ney Sisters, Ruddy & The 

Lost Boys, Clare Dunn, 
and Jeremiah Johnson.  

The band Jeremiah 
Johnson, from St. Lou-
is, plays locally and all 
throughout the Midwest. 
Brian Strawn played as 
a fill-in drummer for the 
band this year. 

“I play in another band 
from St. Louis, but their 
drummer couldn’t make 
it. I got the phone call 
through word of mouth, 
and they told me where 
to go so I showed up,” 
Strawn said. 

Strawn had never been 
to Atchison before and 
appreciated the opportu-
nity to visit. 

Musicians and bands 
are selected by Wein-
mann and the rest of his 
committee, Travis Gross-
man, and Executive Di-
rector of the Chamber of 
Commerce Jim Rowland. 
Weinmann often tries to 
get Benedictine involved. 

“We’ve had Benedictine 
students in past years do 

it, especially on the solo 
stage. We reached out 
this year, we just weren’t 
able to find anybody un-
fortunately,” Weinmann 
said. 

They hope years down 
the road they’ll be able to 
find Benedictine students, 
college students, local-
ly, and even high school 
students as well. 

“It’s no rhyme or reason 
if they’re good, and we 
think they’re going to 
entertain people then we 
book them,” Weinmann 
said. 

High Voltage Bar and Dance 
has come to light up your 
nights with live music, drinks, 
and games. Located 
at 711 Commercial 
St. Suite D, this bar 
offers a fun, engaging 
environment with a 
full bar, games ranging 
from pool to art ma-
chines, and live music 
on weekends with 
bands and DJs. 

Timothy Lowe, one 
of the owners of High 
Voltage Bar and Dance 
and a Benedictine graduate, 
saw the lack of options for 
places that Benedictine stu-
dents could go to on the week-
ends to have fun and decided 
to change that. 

Lowe wants this new club 
to be a fun environment for 
students to come to relax and 
enjoy awesome entertainment. 
Although food will not be 

served, events such as game 
nights, karaoke, and live music 
on the weekends will be. 

High voltage will be a space 
for everyone to come and 
enjoy, but students should keep 
their eyes out for happy hours 

and specials specifically for 
students.  

“I think Atchison is needing 
a place where you can listen 
to live music, play games, and 
hang out with friends.” Lowe 
Said. 

This club has two stories to 
it and over 3000 square feet, 
which is triple the size of any 
other bar in town. Previously 

being an opera house, Lowe 
has also said that the space 
could expand even further and 
could add more space to it. 

Abbey Garretson, senior, has 
been enjoying the club almost 
every night and spoke on her 

experience.
“The difference 

for me is that there 
is a dance floor, 
and we like to 
dance. I love High 
Voltage for that 
reason.” Garretson 
said. 

“High Voltage 
has been very fun, 
because there’s 
more opportunity 

to do things. Also its nice to 
have a second option besides 
Mueller’s, where like college 
students are going to be.”

High Voltage will be 21 and 
up, Follow them @high-
voltagebar on Instagram for 
updates and information. Their 
hours are 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday, and 
4 p.m. to 1:45 a.m. Friday and 

Circuit  3October 12, 2022 bccircuit.comthe

High Voltage Bar and Dance lights up your night next month
Ian Milton 
The Circuit

Atchison Farmer’s Market provides community with flowers, food, and fun

Under the cloudy, rainy skies 
on Main Street in Downtown 
Atchison sat displays of color-
ful produce, flowers and baked 
goods with stories to be told. 
Although the weather was not 
sunny and warm, people from 
the community came out to 
grocery shop and socialize in 
the morning hours of Saturday, 
September 17th.   

Atchison Farmer’s Market 
takes place on Wednesdays 
2:30-5 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 8 a.m.-noon. Farm-
ers bring their produce and 
products and display them on 
tables.  

Debbie Genova of Genova 
Farms Produce spoke about 
what she enjoys most about 
being a participant.  

“Just the customers and 
providing them a good quality 
product. We’ve been doing this 
for about 20 years. We like to 
grow okra, cucumbers, toma-
toes of course,” Genova said.  

Genova continued that her 
farming is a full-time job driv-
en by her passion. 

Christina Schieman  
The Circuit

 “It’s an income, it is not a 
get rich quick scheme by any 
means. It is my full-time job, 
so it is enough that I can do it 
full time,” Genova said.  

Among the assortments of 
produce sat a table filled with 
bottles of raw, homegrown 
honey and honey products. 
Belle Hall of Hall’N Honey 
said that her family has partici-
pated as a vendor for five years 
and relayed how their business 
started.  

“My sister and dad went to 
a bee class and that’s kind of 
how we got into it and started 
out. My dad (farms the honey) 
and he has hives in different 
places so not just at our house 
but at different peoples’ prop-
erty too,” Hall said.  

Among the vendors of Atchi-
son Farmer’s Market were 
not only residents of the town 
community.  

Mark Zia, a theology profes-
sor at Benedictine College, had 
his own display of baked goods 
and exciting news to share. In 
October he will be opening a 
new Catholic store, and cafe 
with a fun twist.  

“It’s going to be a cafe, 
where students and people can 

come, have baked goods like 
you see here, we’ll sell Italian 
coffee–no one in this region 
sells it, and so we’re going to 
have an Italian twist to it,” Zia 
said. 

He also detailed another fun 
feature of how his participation 
in Atchison Farmer’s Market 
will transfer to his cafe.  

“We’ve been doing this at 
the Farmer’s Market for about 
seven years, and so what we 
are going to do is when we 
open the store, we are going to 
sell all these things, and we’re 
also going to sell authentic Ital-
ian gelato. There’s no gelato in 
this region either,” Zia said.  

The mission behind the new 

Catholic store is something 
Zia says is important for the 
community. 

“We felt that Atchison 
needed an actual Catholic gift 
shop in town…. My exper-
tise is Theology; I wanted to 
bring my expertise to serve 
the larger good outside the 
classroom. And so that way 
folks can come and go to the 
store, they can ask questions 
and I can guide them on things 
they are looking for to try to 
help spread the Catholic Faith 
beyond Benedictine College’s 
boundaries.”  

Atchison Farmer’s Market 
will be continuing through the 
last Saturday in October. 

Colorful pumpkins were displayed on tables. 
Photo by Christina Schieman 

Smaller pumpkins sat in crates ready to be bought. 
Photo by Christina Schieman

Riverfront Music Festival Brings Live Music and Fun to the Community
Emma Lundholm   
The Circuit

Delaney Greim, Leah Sattler, Sean Molyneux, and Tyler Thompson enjoy their night. 
Photo by Emma Follett

“I think Atchison is needing 
a place where you can listen 

to live music, play games, and 
hang out with friends.” 

                       - Tim Lowe

Community

Photo by Regan Getman
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Kian Hayes, junior, mid-
fielder for the Benedictine 
College Men’s Soccer team 
became the 8th recipient of 
the Peter Clevinger Legacy 
Scholarship on Sept. 17. 

Peter Clevinger was a 
four-year starter from the 
years of 2006-2010

Clevinger was a big 
contributor, being a part of 
the 2009 Heart of America 
Athletic Conference champi-
onship team.  

That year’s team repre-
sented Benedictine at the 
NAIA National Tournament 
in Fresno, California. 

Clevinger passed away on 
January 20th, 2013 at the 
age of 25  

“It’s an honor, really. For 

one the cause behind the 
Clevinger Foundation is 
something that really reso-
nates with me as someone 
who has lost a close family 
member as well,” Hayes 

said. 
This award is only given 

to one player each year and 

it goes to the person who 
best exemplifies the way that 
Clevinger was a person and 

a player. For Hayes it means 
so much to him to be award-
ed this honor.  

Each applicant has to be 
a Benedictine Men’s Soccer 
player and author an essay 
explaining why they believe 
they should receive the 
scholarship. 

This year’s essay prompt 
was to write about a family 
member who has impacted 
you greatly. 

“I ended up writing about 
my Dad. He actually passed 
away earlier this year and I 
think that our story really 
resonated with the people 
who review the essays,” 
Hayes said. 

As the season continues 
on throughout confer-
ence play the Ravens keep 
pushing on working harder 
to reach their goal. As for 

Hayes he wants to continue 
to display who he is on and 
off the field in the best way 
that he knows how by being 
a champion of character.

Kian Hayes  
Photo Raven Nation

Aaron Lewis
The Circuit

Kian Hayes (#24), warms up before game.  
- Photo Joe McCubbin

Kian Hayes is awarded Peter Clevinger Legacy Scholarship
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Sports

Women’s Soccer season update

The Raven Women’s soccer 
team returned to Legacy Field 
on Sept. 14 and defeated Park 
University 2-0. The Ravens 
were set for an upcoming win 
after a tough game facing 
Concordia University a 4-0 
team from Nebraska. 

The Ravens ended the 
night with a tough matchup 
but had two goals scored by 
Riley Degner, senior, forward 
and Emma Applegate, junior, 
defender.  

Applegate scored her first 
collegiate goal to give the lead 
over Park University.  

“Rachel Beffa and Made-
line Stewart had been giving 
us great corner kicks all 
game, so we needed to start 
putting them in the back of 
the net,” Applegate said. 

“Putting us in the lead 
against Park was an amazing 
feeling, especially since it was 
my first official collegiate 
goal.” 

The team is currently 4-2 
while still playing compet-
itively in Heart conference 
play.  

The Ravens have a team 
set with returners from last 
season who are excited about 
contributing to a fun but suc-
cessful season with the help of 

head coach Lincoln Roblee.  
The Raven Women’s soccer 

team continued conference 
play at Legacy Field after 
upsetting Park University on 
Sept. 14 with a score of 2-0 
prior to taking down Evangel 
on Sept. 17 4-1 in their previ-
ous home matchups. 

The Benedictine Ravens 
have been able to keep a 
steady pace these last few 
weeks racing towards the 
Heart conference play where 
they will be able to keep 
the school motto “unleash 
greatness” throughout this fall 
season.  

The Raven Women’s soccer 
team utterly put away Evangel 
4-1 on Sept. 17.  

The Raven’s had four goals 
scored in the entire game. The 
first goal was scored by junior 
midfielder Rachel Beffa in 

the first quarter. The next few 
goals came later in the game 
from junior midfielder Sam 
Mausbach. 

The last two goals were 
scored by sophomore mid-
fielder Kourtney Koc and the 
fourth goal by senior forward 
Riley Degner.  

The Raven’s offense con-
tinues to shine after having 
twenty-one countless shots on 
goal versus Park and thir-
ty-three on Evangel Univer-
sity.  

The Raven Women’s Soccer 
team secured a record of 6-3 
after taking down both Park 
and Evangel University in a 
timely matter on Legacy Field 
where greatness is embedded 
through success of trial and 
error from countless hours of 
performing their craft through 
practice.

Joe McCubbin
The Circuit

Men’s Soccer wins at home, 
despite the absence of head 
coach John Sosa

While Coach John Sosa 
was home celebrating the 
birth of his new daughter, his 
players were simultaneously 
celebrating on the field.

The Ravens secured a 1-0 
win over Evangel University 
at home on Saturday, Sept. 
17th.

Adem Aroua, a junior mid-
fielder from Tunisia, scored 
the only goal of the night 
within the early minutes of 
the game. 

“As soon as I got the ball, 
I felt that it was going to be a 
goal,” Aroua said. 

Aroua received a pass in the 
box and was able to get his 
left-footed shot past Evangel’s 
goalie for the score.

“We wanted to press them 
from the beginning because 
we know their weakness-
es and prepared the whole 
week,” Aroua said. 

By keeping up this aggres-
sion and pressure, the Ravens 
were able to hold Evangel 
scoreless for the rest of the 
game, but the Ravens never 
stopped looking to score 
themselves.

“When you try to hold the 
ball and maintain the ball 
for the whole game and try 
to score, that’s when you 
minimize the chances of them 
scoring on you too,” Aroua 
said.

Assistant Coach Jorge 
Morales was very pleased 

with his team’s performance 
and saw the victory as very 
important to carry positive 
momentum in the next week’s 
games. 

Earlier this week, the 
Ravens suffered an at-home 
(0-1) loss to Park University 
in their conference opener.  
Benedictine then traveled to 
Mid-America Nazarene on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21 where 
they tied 2-2.  
Back home on Saturday, Sept. 
24, the Ravens fell 3-2 to 
Clarke University.

Jessie Sonnen
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Emma Applegater, junior, scores .  
- Photo Joe McCubbin

Mens and womens cross country teams take home second place

Caroline Cobo led the way 
for the Lady Ravens, finishing 
the 5k with a time of 19:00 
and earning a 2nd place finish. 
Molly Rowles, junior, placed 
3rd, only a second behind 
Cobo.  Natasha Ortiz also fin-
ished in the top 10 (19:24), and 
the Lady Ravens were able to 
snag second place as a team.

Also rounding out the 
scoring for Benedictine were 
Isabella Guerra (19:43) and 
Catherine Starrs (19:51). This 
was Starrs’ collegiate 5k debut. 

Cobo, a senior returning to 
cross country after studying 
abroad last fall, was proud of 
the grit and perseverance her 
team showed as a unit.

“Everyone fought hard, from 
the start of the gun until the 
final kick of the race,” Cobo 
said.

The Lady Ravens had an 
average time of 19:24 and were 
just 5 points behind first-place 
Truman State University.

“It’s looking like we will 

outperform expectations that 
were previously set before us,” 
Cobo said.

The Lady Ravens looked 
strong all around, including a 
few freshmen 5k debuts from 
Michelle Zarbynicky, Emilie 
Nelson, and Emily Zoque.

Juniors Lily Menghini and 
Anna Frekker logged personal 
bests with times of 20:11 and 
22:43. 

David Mannella led the 
men’s team to a second-place 
finish with a time of 25:44.  He 
placed 5th individually.  

Another Raven athlete in the 
top 10, Gabe Friess, sopho-
more, finished 9th with a time 
of 26:24. 

Thaddeus Friess, senior, 
was excited about the team’s 
performance against quality 
competition from both NAIA 
and Division II teams. 

“It was a big race for the 
boys of “BENE” because the 
rankings come out this week. 
It was a very consistent race 
for the team and really proved 
that our first race wasn’t just a 
fluke,” Friess said.

Friess, Joseph Accurso, and 
Luke Godard were the next 
three scorers for Benedictine 
and finished 12th, 15th, and 
28th, respectively.  Benedic-
tine’s top scorers had an aver-
age time of 26:37. 

Sebastian Michael, Sam 
Mauro, and Micah Munoz de-
buted with strong races in their 
first 8k race. Jack Wheeler, 
freshman, and Aaron Guzman, 
sophomore, logged personal 
bests.

Coach Je’Kel Smith was 
pleased with his team’s efforts 
so early on in the season.

“Our team looked really 
strong. Both teams went out 
strong but were able to remain 
tough towards the end of the 
race which I was very proud 
of,” said Smith.

Benedictine heads to Louis-
ville for the 21st Annual Live 
in Lou Cross Country Classic 
on Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022, at E. 
P. “Tom” Sawyer State Park.

According to Coach Smith, 
this meet can definitely be a 
difference maker for the rest of 
our season.

Jessie Sonnen
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Caroline Cobo, senior, charges her way to a second play finish. -Photo by Rosanna 
McKeown.

Created to honor the memory 
and legacy of Peter L. Clevinger, 
the foundation seeks to promote 
the values he exemplified - “ the 
virtues of unselfish team play,  
anchored by a philosophy of  
making someone else look good”.   
 
To learn more, visit:

http://peterlclevinger.org

• Tuesday, Oct. 18 @ 7:30 p.m. vs. Central Methodist
• Saturday, Oct 29 @  5 p.m. v. Grandview (Homecoming)

For a complete listing of all sporting events, visit https://www.ravenathletics.com/

Ucoming Home Men’s Soccer Games




