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Latin mass at Abbey offers insight into church heritage
Abbot James Albers and 

St. Benedict’s Abbey officially 
announced the addition of the 
Extraordinary Form of the Mass 
to the Abbey’s weekend Mass 
schedule, starting on October 3.   

The Abbey offers this Mass 
every Sunday at 8:00 AM that stu-
dents are on campus. Celebrants 
of this form are Abbot James, Fr. 
Jay and Fr. Gabriel.  

The Latin Mass is an ancient 
form of worship in the Catholic 
Church. This 
form of Mass is 
different from 
the form usually 
celebrated. It is 
still the same 
Mass that is still 
celebrated by 
Catholics around 
the world daily.  

The Extraordinary Form of the 
Mass is almost entirely in Latin, a 
language that is steeped deep into 
the history of Catholicism due to 
the Church’s Roman roots.  

Another distinction between 
the two forms of the Mass is 
that the priest does not face the 
congregation, but instead will face 
the same way as the congregation 
to worship God with them.  

This decision comes after 
much deliberation between the 
Monks of St. Benedict’s Abbey 
and Archbishop Naumann of 
Archdioceses in Kansas City, 
Kansas. 

Fr. Jay Kythe, OSB noted that 
the monks see the need for this 

form on campus. He went on to 
explain that this has been a deci-
sion that has been in the works for 
quite a while. 

“It’s been an observation we’ve 
had for a long time. Students 
will leave our campus on Sunday 
mornings to go to Mass else-
where,” Kythe said.  

Fr. Jay elaborated on how 
students are of course welcome to 
worship as they see fit, but at the 
same time he wants every student 
at Benedictine College to feel at 

home on campus 
and in the Abbey.  

Fr. Jay went 
on to say that 
he wants every 
student to listen 
to the heart of the 
monks.  

“We have a 
great desire to love them (the stu-
dents), and to love them here.”  He 
continued saying “We’re working 
hard for students, and we want 
to love them in this way,” Kythe 
said. 

Fr. Jay views this new oppor-
tunity as a way to have better 
pastoral care for the students who 
felt like they had to leave and go 
elsewhere to find this form of the 
Mass. 

Fr. Luke Turner, OSB, al-
though he will not be celebrating 
the Extraordinary Form of The 
Mass for right now, was also 
trained on the form.  He reflected 
on a Mass he attended in 2010 
when he was contemplating re-
turning to the Abbey.   

Reese Holder
The Circuit 

Fr. Marion preforms concacration during a week day Mass. Photo by Jason Nick.

 “That was such an import-
ant part of my desire to return 
here, was the beauty of the 
Litergy,"
            - Fr. Luke Turner

See, Latin, page 3

Upcoming events on campus
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Column: My journey to getting a pilot's license  

Liam Keating
        

Sports Editor

Three summers ago, I 
had the chance to go up in 
a lightweight airplane with 
acrobatic capability.  The 
pilot demonstrated barrel 
rolls and loops, and I got to 
feel the effects of a “G” for 
the first time. It was one of 
the most unique feelings, 
knowing that I was upside 
down in the middle of the 
sky. 

The amount of adren-
aline running through my 
veins told me that I was not 
scared but thrilled.  

I did not want the flight 
to ever stop!  

After we landed, I 

realized I had fallen in love 
with flying.  

Shortly after that day, I 
enrolled in a flight school 
based out of Rocky Moun-
tain Metropolitan Airport 
in Broomfield, Colorado. 
My dad was my instructor 
for most of my training, 
he is a pilot for United 
Airlines.  

The first part of private 
pilot training is learning 
how to take off and in-
troducing in-air maneu-
vers.Taking off is fairly 
straightforward, in-air 
maneuvers are more 
technical. 

You also learn how to 
make radio calls to the air 
traffic control tower. For 
me, it felt overwhelming 
knowing I had to coordi-
nate radio calls, memoriz-
ing runways and taxiways, 
and knowing what each 
button in the cockpit 
controlled.  It felt like there 
were a million buttons star-
ing at me.  

With time and practice, 
these tasks became second 
nature, and did not feel 
as intimidating. I com-
pleted each required test 
for the first phase, and it 

was time to move on. The 
second phase of training 
is learning how to land the 
plane.  This phase takes the 
longest to master.  To learn 
how to land, you practice 
“touch and go’s” at an air-
port.  For touch and go’s, 
you basically fly around 
the runway in a rectangular 
pattern, landing each time, 
then going around and do-
ing it again. My first cou-

ple of landings were rough, 
and honestly terrifying, 
but with countless hours of 
practice, I felt comfortable 
landing the plane.  It was 
now time for my first solo.  

I had my first solo at 
an uncontrolled airport in 
Erie, Colorado.  I was so 
nervous, but I knew I was 
ready.  

 Before I knew it, I was 
up in the air, all by myself.  
It was one of the most 
powerful feelings knowing 
I was in full control of an 
aircraft with no help.    

After this step, I moved 
on to cross-country flying.  

These flights require 
extensive planning and 
attention to detail.  You 
have to double, and triple 
check the weather, account 
for winds, and memorize 
a new airport’s runways.  I 
enjoyed the actual flights 
but despised the pre-
planning.  For my first 
cross-country solo, I flew 

to Wyoming and 
back.   

Once I completed 
my cross-country 
solo, it was time to 
prepare for my check 
ride.  The check ride 

is the final examination for 
the private pilot course.  

You are extensively 
interviewed by an examin-
er, both on the ground and 
in-air.  My examiner asked 
me questions on the ground 
for two and a half hours.  

At this point I was 
exhausted, and we still 
needed to complete the 
flying part of the exam.  
This particular instructor 
was strict, and wouldn’t 
allow for one mistake, so 
the pressure was on. 

I had to perform each 

different type of take-off 
and landing, prove I could 
perform all the maneuvers, 
and much more.  My exam-
iner did not let me pass, he 
said I needed a little more 
practice.   

Two weeks later, I 
attempted the check ride 
again.  

This time, we were 
just flying because I had 
already passed the ground 
examination. 

 I was not going to let 
myself fail again.  

I performed all the 
maneuvers he asked me to, 
and I knew I nailed them.  
The instructor did not give 
me any feedback until we 
landed back at the airport.  

He gave me a big high 
five and said, “Congrat-
ulations Rachel, you’re a 
private pilot!”  

This was one of the best 
moments of my life, know-
ing I had just accomplished 
something huge, and I am 
now a licensed pilot.  

The whole process 
taught me a lot about 
discipline and to not give 
up.  I wouldn’t change my 
experience for the world.   

 

Raven Chat: What's your favorite MLB team and who will win the World Series?

Name: Flynn Higgins
Grade: 5th year
Fav. Team: "Braves"
Pick: "Braves"

Name: Sarah Tarnowski
Grade: Senior
Fav. Team: "Twins"
Pick: "Astros"

Name: Hailey White
Grade: Junior
Fav. Team: "Royals"
Pick: "Cardinals"

Name: Liam Waldron
Grade: Sophomore
Fav. Team: "Nationals"
Pick: "Dodgers"

 “After we landed, I realized I 
had fallen in love with flying"
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RCIA starts again at Benedictine College
The Rite of Christian Initia-

tion for adults, RCIA, is be-
ginning again this year during 
Emmaus Nights at Benedictine 
College.  

Claudia Sahm, RCIA Team 
Coordinator, is looking forward 
to the upcoming year.  

“There are so many 
faithful men and women 
on our campus who are 
not Catholic but love Jesus 
Christ,” Sahm said. “I have 
been inspired time and time 
again by these people’s faith 
and it is a privilege of mine 
to walk with them. They 
lead me closer to Christ 
more than anything.”  

The candidates, which are 
students who have not been bap-
tized, and the catechumens, those 
students seeking Confirmation, 
can attend classes at Emmaus 
Nights every Monday night from 
7:30-9:00 p.m.  

These classes are taught by 

professors, priests, or RCIA Team 
Leaders. The sessions cover top-
ics such as Faith and Reason and 
the Holy Trinity.  

Father Ryan Richardson, 
Benedictine College chaplain, 
elaborates on the true meaning 
behind these nights.  

“We chose the name ‘Em-

maus’ because we want the RCIA 
experience to be a true personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ and 
the Catholic Church,” Ryan said.  

In addition to Emmaus Nights, 
students not going through RCIA 
can join a group called Prayer 
Warriors to pray for those going 
through the program. 

“It has been a blessing for me 
to walk with the RCIA candidates 
and catechumens,” Fr. Ryan said. 
“Witnessing them experience the 
joy of the sacraments has been a 
real privilege. Thanks be to God, 
we already have a fantastic group 
that is open to learning more 
about their faith and I cannot wait 

to see what the Holy Spirit 
has in store.”  

Even if students are not 
going through RCIA, they 
are still encouraged to be 
involved in the program. 
RCIA is open to for people 
to learn more about the 
Catholic faith or to receive 
the sacraments for the first 
time. 

“Anyone is welcome to attend 
any Emmaus night for their own 
personal walk with Christ,” Sahm 
said.  

The program ends on Divine 
Mercy Sunday where the students 
will be received into the Catholic 
Church.

“I’ll never forget that Sunday 
Mass, I thought it was just 
gorgeous.  That was such an 
important part of my desire to 
return here, was the beauty of 
The Liturgy.”  He continued to 
say “Of course that’s kind of the 
encounter that we want to invite 
everybody to,” Turner said. 

 Fr. Luke and Fr. Jay wanted 
to clarify that the Abbey took 
all necessary steps to be able to 
celebrate this Mass in accor-
dance with the Holy Fathers 
new guidelines.   

The new Motu Proprio, 

published by the Pope Francis, 
put some new limitations on the 
Celebration of the Extraordi-
nary Form of the Mass.  

The Monks invite everyone 
to experience this new endeav-
or. This form of Mass is meant 
for the students, and will only 
be available on Sundays that 
students are present.   

This mass will be celebrated 
in the Abbey Church. Provid-
ed at the mass are booklets to 
guide those that attend that are 
unfamiliar with the Extraordi-
nary Form of Mass.

Elizabeth Berg & Kate Kirstein
The Circuit

faith

The outside of St. Benedicts Abbey on the campus of Benedictine College. Photo by Jason Nick 

On Campus Weekly Sacraments

 “" It has been a blessing for me to walk 
with the RCIA candidates and catechu-
mens.... Witnessing them experience the joy 
of the sacraments has been a real privilege."
  
  - Fr. Ryan Richardson

Mass:

Monday - Friday 
12:10 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Saturday 
12:10 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.

Sunday
8:00 a.m. (Latin Mass)

10:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.  

Confession: 

Monday-Friday
4-4:50 p.m.

Saturday
3-3:50 p.m.

Sunday
9-9:50 a.m. 7-7:50 p.m.

From Latin on page 1
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Lady Ravens soccer has strong start
Allison Wood and Adam Wilbers
The Cricuit 

The Lady Ravens Soccer team 
has started off the 2021-22 season 
with an 8-3 record. The team is 
currently ranked 22 in the nation 
and 5 in the conference standings. 

Notable wins for the Ravens 
include blowout wins against 
Missouri Baptist and 
Bethel College, as 
well as an in-confer-
ence overtime thriller 
against Culver-Stock-
ton. The Ravens only 
two losses on the 
season come from other teams 
within the top 25 by a goal each. 
Senior captain Olivia Berry hopes 
the team will learn from these 
losses. 

“That’s going to be a big com-
ponent for us, staying together 
through adversity, you can gain 
more from a loss than a win,” 
Berry said. 

Three seniors graduated from 
the team last season, but the team 
has several new faces taking on 
extended roles. Senior captain 
Gracie Eckardt spoke on the im-

portance of team chemistry and 
the team's younger players.

“The chemistry this year, I feel 
like, is off the charts, we’ve had 
a lot of new faces, freshmen and 
sophomores, that have stepped 
up,” Eckardt said. 

The team noted the signifi-
cance of the home crowd as eight 

of their eleven games played this 
season have been at Legacy Field. 
Head Coach Lincoln Roblee 
personally noted the importance 
of the team’s fans and the Rowdy 
Ravens.  

“Anytime we can play in front 
of our friends and family, huge 
bonus,” Roblee said.  

Coach Roblee continued to 
comment on the special atmo-
sphere the Benedictine communi-
ty brings to home games.  

“That’s what a lot of other 
programs and colleges don’t have. 

Not only is it an advantage we 
have, I think the other schools are 
a little bit jealous,” Roblee said. 

The team will travel more the 
latter half of the season, as only 
two of their final six games out-
side of the conference tournament 
will be played at home. Berry 
explained how the team looks to 

highlight its diverse 
skill set and get better 
every performance.  

“We have some 
really tough opponents 
coming up, our confer-
ence has a lot of really 

good teams. Every day we must 
focus on getting better at prac-
tice and getting closer as a team. 
Ultimately when you win off the 
field, you win on the field,” Berry 
said.  

The Lady Ravens Soccer team 
resumes action on the road for 
the next three games. They return 
to Legacy Field on Homecoming 
weekend to take on Graceland on 
October 23 at 5 p.m. The team 
invites the entirety of the Bene-
dictine community to come out 
and support. 

On Saturday, the Raven 
Men’s soccer team was victo-
rious against the Statesmen of 
William Penn by a final score 
of 2-0.  

Their overall record im-
proves to 5-6 and 2-4 against 
conference opponents.  

Before the game, William 
Penn was receiving votes 
on the NAIA Men’s Soccer 
Coaches’ Top 25 Poll back on 
September 28. After the game, 
they are not receiving votes 
when the poll came out on 
October 6.  

Nick Passinese, senior, is 
one of the goalkeepers for the 
Ravens. 

Passinese and the Ravens 
were very eager to take on the 
Statesmen at home at Legacy 
Field. 

“They (William Penn) had 
us on their field in the regular 
season and post-season last 
year. This year we get the 
chance to redeem ourselves on 
our home turf,” Passinese said. 

Senior Girma Kassa scored 
both goals for the Ravens on 
Saturday night. He scored in 
both minute 20 and 73. He 
was assisted by senior forward 
Daniel Wee on both goals.  

Kassa is a forward for the 
Ravens. He has scored four 
goals in the past three games. 

Overall, he has scored eight 
of the 17 goals the men's team 
has scored this season. 

Kassa believes that the team 
is very close to where they 
want to be.  

“We have lost games in the 
last minute. That’s the one 
thing we need to work on. We 
have a strong team and if we 
play our game we are unstop-
pable,” Kassa said. 

The Ravens will play their 
next three games on the road. 
They will return on Homecom-
ing weekend to play Graceland 
at Legacy Field on October 23 
at 7:30 p.m.  

Gracie Eckhardt looks to make a play against Missouri Valley College at Legacy Field. Photo by Allison Wood 

Men's Soccer tops William Penn
Chloe Berg and Aaron Lewis
The Circuit

 “The chemistry this year...has been off the charts, 
we've had a lot of new faces...that have stepped up"  
    - Gracie Eckhardt

Matthew Lachowitzer looks to throw 
the ball back into play. 
Photo by Chloe Berg

Olivia Berry makes a save against Missouri Valley College. Photo by Allison Wood 
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