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Two IDs now required at local bar, students weigh in on move 

Rachel Oberfoell
The Circuit 

What's inside?
Concerts p.2

 “I don’t think the world is  
going to end. It’s been on the 
verge of ending since, well, ever." 
             

- Liam Keating

Off Campus p. 3
 “This year, on Nov. 17, 
somebody came to tour one of 
my houses"

           - Lynn Flack

Fatherhood p. 4
 ““The best part about it is 
my daughter coming to games 
and cheering me on."

    - Nysir Scott

Pipe burst in Kremmeter Hall

Mueller’s Sports Bar has re-
cently implemented new regula-
tions that require bar patrons to 
give two forms of identification to 
be served alcohol. This new regu-
lation came in light of there being 
numerous incidents of underaged 
drinking, according to Mueller’s 
employees.

Victoria Krogh, senior, is a 
bartender at Mueller’s, said it can 

be an issue.
“It is likely that bars in college 

towns will always have problems 
with minors. I think any step to 
negate this problem is plausible 
and safer for everyone,” Krogh 
said.  

Minors have begun using 
better forms of fake IDs that have 
become problematic for the staff 
at Mueller’s including Krogh. 

“The bottom line is, fake IDs 
have increasingly become harder 

to distinguish over time. Seeing 
as all Benedictine students have 
a student ID, we surmised that it 
would be beneficial to use those 
IDs to authenticate driver’s licens-
es,” Krogh said. 

Tim Lowe, senior, also works 
at the local eatery on Second 
Street. He thinks the new rule is 
a little overboard, but he under-
stands because there were many 
underage students ordering drinks 
and coming to the bar. 

With the implementation of 
presenting two forms of identi-
fication, this may create a cause 
of concern that Mueller’s could 
potentially have a drop in revenue 
sales, as fewer students are spend-
ing money at the bar. 

Graduate student, Jack Kan-
doth believes he has seen a drop 
in customers.

“The younger people bring a 
good environment to Mueller’s. 
You can tell that less underclass-

man are going,” Kandoth said. “It 
is definitely different with this 
new rule.”

Lowe agreed this new rule 
may even affect students that are 
of legal age. Krogh, on the other 
hand, does not believe the new ID 
rule will hurt sales.

“Most minors are known to 
sneak in their own alcohol since 
they’d be more likely to get

See ID page 4...

Ty Rauber
The Circuit 

Mueller's Locker Room located on 2nd and Main Street will now require two forms of ID. Photo by Ty Rauber

Atchison’s frigid winter 
weather came to a literal break-
ing point on the evening of Feb. 
8 when a water pipe burst in 
Kremmeter Hall, causing three 
apartments to flood and damag-
ing one other.

A frozen sprinkler pipe above 
a third floor apartment explod-
ed at approximately 6:30 p.m., 
causing water to come rushing 
out of an air vent on the ceiling. 

Resident Jessica Carney, 
junior, recalled how it started.

“It was like a little trickle 
at first,” Carney said. “Then it 
started really streaming, so [a 

roommate’s boyfriend] held a 
bin up to catch the water and 
then it started really pouring.”

As Carney and her room-
mate’s boyfriend tried to get 
as much water out as possible 
with buckets, her roommate was 
on the phone with the Resident 
Director. 

“The RD could barely make 
out what [Liz] was saying 
because we were all screaming. 
It was complete chaos at that 
point,” Carney said. “It was like 
[being] on a sinking ship, it was 
to the point where we couldn’t 
do anything anymore.”

 
        See Pipe Burst page 3...
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Copy Editor

Last Monday, I noticed that 
my watch had stopped.  It’s 
a self-winding watch which I 
haven’t worn for the past couple 
of days; tragically, the mainspring 
finally wound down.    

That really annoys me, I set out 
to wear this watch every day as 

one of my new year’s resolutions, 
but since I haven’t been going 
anywhere for the last few days, I 
guess I haven’t seen the point.    

I’ve been quarantined three 
times since November, and 
every time feels basically the 
same, the tedious drudgery 
of waking up, eating break-
fast, checking my temperature, 
learning I’m still the same 
96.8 degrees which I’ve been 
since Christmas. After that, I 
walk across the room to my 
desk and work on things until I 
get bored and change projects.  

Each time I quarantine, I think 
it won’t be that bad. I’m in a safe, 
warm space; nothing will happen 
to me and I can get a lot complet-
ed. Each time it’s the same. Some-
thing really tragic happens in 
the news and I finish basically 
nothing.    

But it’s a little different this 
time around.  The last two times 
this happened I was with my 
family, and I was reading the 
news.  Now, I’m alone on campus, 
I have homework to finish, and 
once again, I’ve stopped reading 
the news.  In that sense, I’m a 
little more isolated than I have 
been before.    

But, without anything to do, 
anywhere to go, I can make the 
effort to get more done than my 
homework.  I can get a lot of 
writing done.  Paradoxically, I 
can move out of my sedentary 
lifestyle.   

I reset my watch to the correct 
date and time and it’s ticking mer-
rily along, escapement marking 
every free second as I sit typing.  
I don’t expect to finish whatever 
I’m working on, but at least I’m 
working.   

The Rambler:  Escapement and Time

John Tuttle
    

Online Editor

Concerts are incredible for 
three things: anticipation, com-
munity and living in the moment. 
All of which have been lost due to 
the pandemic. 

The anticipation of concerts 
is amazing, waking up in the 
morning knowing that you will be 
seeing a performance by some-

one who is passionate in their 
craft.  

Also, the anticipation of wait-
ing amongst a group of die hard 
fans in front of the stage before 
the show begins is glorious. I miss 
the buzz amongst the group and 
then the quiet that falls on the 
crowd whenever someone walks 
across the stage hoping it is the 
band that everyone has come to 
see. 

Second, concerts bring people 
together to form a community. 
Whether it is your friends or a 
stranger you met at the concert, 
this type of community building 
is rare. 

As someone who goes to 
concerts regularly, it is shocking 
to remember my last concert was 
over a year ago. My friends, Meg, 
Molly, and I drove to Lawerence, 
KS to see JD McPherson perform 

at this small dive bar. The grimy 
bar filled with the music of a 
modern rock and roll artist as 
stale beer wafted in the air. Ev-
eryone packed closely together to 
listen to the former school teacher 
shred on the guitar as his band 
nodded in approval behind him. 

The crowd roared as McPher-
son played his hits, everyone 
living in the moment. Nobody had 
a phone in hand, everyone was 
present. This is what I miss the 
most of concerts, a large group of 
strangers relishing the sounds that 
are in front of them. 

At the JD McPherson concert, 
nobody wanted to be anywhere 
else, but in that small intimate 
setting because seeing someone 
perform their best, doing what 
they love, is truly inspiring.

Finding inspiration at my last concert

Liam Keating
      

Managing Editor

Give it a rest

This past week, The Washing-
ton Post reported the use of new 
security footage from the Jan. 6 
Capitol riots in Trump's Senate 
impeachment trial. The unseen 
imagery included scenes of 
former Vice President Pence and 
his family dangerously close to 
an angry mob that was reportedly 
out for blood. 

 The violent Trump proponents 
also broke down a door to gain 
access to Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi's office, where her 
cornered staffers barricaded an-
other door and took refuge under 
a table. 

 The din and disarray of the 
Jan. 6 incident cost the outrageous 
price of five lives. But it's one in a 
string of sad violent acts trailing 
back over the past year. Aren't we 
done with violent riots, shootings 
and hate-laced vitriol? 

 The whole past year has been 
marked by civil unrest. During 
the last twelve months, the 
maximalists have taken the stage. 
Free speech has been reduced to 
volume, rather than weight; to that 
which gratifies, rather than that 
which carries the truth. For the 
maximalists in an increasingly 
polarized country, might makes 
right. 

 Americanhave forgotten that 
neither power nor popularity are 
criteria for what is true. On what-
ever side of the media you stand, 
producer or consumer, it's best to 
seek the truth. And that's found 
outside your bias blinders. 
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Additional Mass times offered

Students praying during the 12:10 mass at St. Benedict's Abbey Church. Photo by Mckenna Elder

The Abbey church on Bene-
dictine’s campus has always 
had Mass times available for 
the students to attend during the 
weekdays and weekends. Howev-
er, beginning in the fall semester 
of 2020, there were six addi-
tional Masses at the Abbey due 
to the current restrictions of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The new mass times include 
four daily Masses during the week 
at 9 p.m. and then two added 
masses on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. 

The Chaplain at the Benedic-
tine Abbey, Fr. Simon Baker talks 
about the importance of making 

sure the pandemic does not pre-
vent anyone from attending Mass.  

“The only way that we could 
ensure that all students had access 
to the celebration of the Eucharist 
on a regular/daily basis was to 
add more Masses and move the 
location to the upstairs Abbey 
Church,” Fr. Simon said. “Since 
the Mass is the singularly most 
important event in a person’s faith 
life, the Source and Summit of 
our faith, we wanted to make sure 
that was remedied for them at 
least while on campus.” 

Michael Hahn, sophomore, 
tells his opinion on having these 
added mass times on campus.  

“It is nice to have more options 
and accessibility to masses espe-

cially in the busy life of a college 
student,” Hahn said. 

 During the six months that 
Benedictine students were not al-
lowed on campus due to the Covid 
pandemic, businesses along with 
churches and religious services 
were not available in most areas.  

“I believe that the distance 
from the Mass that so many 
students have experienced in 
their home dioceses for so long 
has made them more desirable of 
attending Masses when they are 
offered. You begin to value what 
you have lost so that when it’s 
offered again you take full advan-
tage of it,” Fr. Simon said.  

With just four weeks of school 
under their belts, some members 
of the junior class are looking 
ahead to the fall and new places 
to call home for the school year. 
And local landlords, like Lynn 
Flack, have never seen the hunt 
for rental properties start this 
early. 

“Usually it’s March or April 
when I’m getting calls,” Flack 
said. “This year, on Nov. 17, 
somebody came to tour one of 
my houses.” 

Flack, who manages seven 
units across town, has already 
had four groups sign leases for 
the upcoming school year. How-
ever, two of these are contingent 
on the results of a notoriously 
stressful event at Benedictine 
known as room draw. 

 Room 
draw, which 
deter-
mines each 
student’s 
housing 
placement 
for the next 
school year, 
is scheduled 
to take place after Easter break. 
Due to Benedictine’s status as a 
residential college, students are 
technically required to live on 
campus during their time at the 
college.  

 However, due to the explosion 
in enrollment numbers over the 
past several years, it’s common 
for upperclassmen, typically 
seniors with low room draw 
numbers, to be given the oppor-
tunity to find off-campus housing 
if they choose. The incoming 
freshman class is predicted to 
surpass previous enrollment 
numbers which has some house 
hunting now. 

 Sean Mulcahy, director of 
residence life and the coordinator 
of room draw, says some students 
will initially receive approval to 
live off campus. 

“We approve as many students 
to live off-campus as possible, 
while ensuring that the residence 
halls are full so that the resi-
dential mission of the college is 
fulfilled,” Mulcahy said.  “From 
that point, throughout the rest 
of the summer, we continue to 
present students with the oppor-
tunity to live off campus as our 
new incoming class of students 
increases through our rolling 
admissions process.” 

Despite the fact that the 
option of living off-campus is not 
a guarantee, this has not stopped 
students from touring properties. 
Teresa Balderrama, junior, is 
among those. 

 “It’s 
interesting 
because 
everybody 
wants to live 
off campus,” 
Balderrama 
said. “A lot 
of people 
are looking 

for the same thing so it’s almost 
competitive.”  

Even though the race for 
off-campus housing is already 
in motion, Mulcahy assured that 
students do not need to worry 
about housing. 

 “Students should know that 
they will have a room to live in 
on campus and not feel pressure 
to sign an off-campus lease out 
of fear that they will not have 
a room on campus," Mulcahy 
said. “It is a really risky move to 
sign an off-campus lease with a 
landlord before receiving written 
approval from the Student Life 
Office.” 

Mckenna Elder
The Circuit 

 “It is a really risky move to sign an 
off-campus lease with a landlord be-
fore receiving written approval from 
the Student Life Office.” 
           
   - Sean Mulcahy

features

Pipe burst from page 1 ...
At that point, there was several 

inches of water, and it had begun 
seeping into the apartment below 
them. The fire alarm went off and 
the building was evacuated. 

RD Claire Haroldson was there 
when the Atchison Fire Depart-
ment arrived.

“The fire department deter-
mined there was no fire, and that 
a pipe had burst.  The water to the 
affected pipe was then shut off to 
stop the leak,” Haroldson said. 

In less than 30 minutes, four 
apartments on three separate 
floors had been damaged.  The 
worst destruction occurred in the 
second floor apartment.

A mitigation company has 
been brought in to dry out the 
affected apartments and repairs to 
the interiors are expected to take 
approximately two weeks. In the 
meantime, residents from those 
apartments have been rehoused to 
other campus locations.

Francesca Carney, sophomore 

and evactuated resident said 
things could have been worse.

“I’m glad it wasn’t like worse,” 
Carney said. “I guess it could’ve 
been worse, but the whole situa-
tion was handled well.”

As temperatures continue 
to drop, students are advised to 
take extra precautions to keep 
the community and the buildings 
safe. If you notice a leaky pipe or 
something wrong, contact Cam-
pus Security at (913) 360-8888. 

Off-campus housing search begins
Rachel Oberfoell
The Circuit 
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sports 
Academics, athletics keep young fathers busy

Will Russum
The Circuit 

Benedictine College athletes 
Jordan Malcom and Nysir Scott 
have been taking on the challenge 
of playing their respective sports, 
going to school and the new 
responsibility of fatherhood. 

Scott, junior, is a point guard 
on the basketball team from 
Topeka and majoring in strength 
and conditioning. He has a 
daughter that will turn one this 
month. 

It’s a lot to handle. 
 But for Scott, having a good 

mindset is key. Not to mention 
the  support from his fiancé. 

“My fiancé plays a very big 

role in that, so without her, I don’t 
think I would be able to continue 
to do it,” Scott said. 

 There are very hard moments 
when having to manage multiple 
major responsibilities but there 
are also a lot of great moments 
that come along with it. 

“The hardest part is probably is 
not being able to see my daughter 
as much with school and basket-
ball going on,” Scott said. “The 
best part about it is my daughter 
coming to games and cheering 
me on.”  

Fatherhood is a great blessing 
and responsibility, Scott shared. 
But it has changed his focus. 

“As a man, it made me grow up 
quick because I used to want to 

go hang out with my friends, but 
now I’m a homebody. I want to 
stay at home with my daughter,” 
Scott said. 

Jordan Malcom, senior,  can 
relate. 

 The defensive back for the 
Raven football team is a business 
management major and the presi-
dent of the Black Student Union. 
His daughter, Holland Rose, is 
three months old.  

Planning out a schedule so he 
can go home and focus on his 
daughter. But there is a trade off. 

“I enjoy it. The only thing 
I don't enjoy is not sleeping,” 
Malcom said. “I really enjoy 
seeing my daughter smile every 
morning.” 

Jason Nick, Will Alexander
The Circuit

The John Casey Center located 
at Legacy Field has expanded its 
facility to have more room for the 
Ravens lacrosse teams. 

 The expansion was announced 
in June 2020 and was expected to 
be completed by the start of the 
spring season. To some, the space 
was a welcomed sight. 

The lacrosse team had been 
sharing locker rooms with the 
soccer team. The lacrosse team 
had less space for equipment 
and was not able to use the room 
during offseason. 

Megan Ostrander, senior 
captain on the woman’s lacrosse 
team, said the locker rooms are a 
game changer for the upcoming 
season.  

“It’s just go-
ing to be nice 
to have our 
space because 
even though we 
got to use their 
space, it’ll be 
nice to have a 
place of our own. Having our own 
space to hangout will be benefi-
cial for us before and during the 
season,” Ostrander said.  

Ostrander believes the up-
grades will boost the program 
and attract more prospective 
players to Benedictine.  

Since 2008, when the first 
set of lights were installed at 
the complex; the facility has 
had several improvements. In 
the summer of 2019, the light-
ing, turf, and scoreboard, along 
with the stadium seating, were 
replaced and a new video board 
was added. 

The expansion of the building 
will include locker room space for 

the men’s and women’s lacrosse 
teams. It will also include office 
spaces for men’s head coach Will 
Garret and women’s head coach 
Amanda Magee.  

Not many NAIA programs 
have facilities that are specific 
towards them, giving Benedictine 
a greater advantage for recruiting 
more athletes. 

Brody Helligso, junior, loves 
the expansion since the team no 
longer must change on the field. 

 “Having it right next to the 
field, it’s going to be huge for 
us for the upcoming season. It’s 
going to be awesome,” Helligso 
said.  

Athletic Director Charlie 
Gartenmayer wanted the teams to 
have a defined area for them to go 
to along with making it beneficial 

for the athletic 
program as a 
whole. 

 “We wanted 
to be in a situ-
ation where we 
could provide 
them with great 

facilities,” Gartenmayer said.  
That philosophy, Gartenmayer 

believes ties right into the mission 
of the college.  

 “If you think what it looks on 
the outside, man; you should see 
the inside and what's taken inside 
these buildings. It is continuing 
to foster our mission statement of 
educating men and women of a 
community, faith and scholarship 
is pretty dynamic for a school 
that has about 2,000 students,” 
Gartenmayer said. 

The woman’s lacrosse team 
opens the season up with a home 
game against Rockhurst on 
Feb.19, while the men’s opening 
game will be held on Feb. 24 
against Missouri Valley.

Lacrosse updates facilities 

Jordan Malcom, left, and Nysir Scott pose with their children. Photos courtesy of Malcom and Scott

 “We wanted to be in a situa-
tion where we could provide them 
with great facilities."
       - Charlie Gartenmayer

ID from page 1 ...
caught by the bartenders while 

attempting to purchase drinks. 
That is a reason we have now 
disallowed backpacks as well,” 

Krogh said. 
Mueller’s Facebook page post-

ed the following on Jan. 27, “ BC 
college students... you’ll need two 
forms of ID to be served alcohol. 

State ID or passport and college 
ID. We will not serve minors. 
Period. Starts immediately.”  


